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To  His  Excellency,  Henry  B.  Cleaves,  Governor,  and  the  Honora- 
ble Executive  Council: 

Gentlemen — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  I 
have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the  First  Annual  Report  relat- 
ing to  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  which  were  registered  in 
Maine  in  the  year  1892. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  G.  YOUNG,  M.  D. 

Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics. 


REGISTRATION  REPORT,  1892. 


As  under  the  old  law,  repealed  in  1887,  but  one  or  two  dozen 
town  clerks  annually  complied  with  the  statutory  provisions, 
requiring  reports  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  to  be  made  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  there  were  perhaps  grounds  for  the  appre- 
hension that  there  would  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  returns  from 
all  the  towns,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  clerks  made  their  returns  very  promptly,  and  that 
eventually  returns  were  received  from  every  city,  town,  and  plan- 
tation in  the  State  save  one  town  ;  and  from  that  a  bare  statement 
of  the  number  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  was  received. 

The  returns,  nevertheless,  came  in  late  from  a  sufficiently  large 
number  of  towns  to  retard  very  much  the  beginning  of  the  tabula- 
tions. Another  cause  for  the  delayed  appearance  of  this  report 
was  the  desire  of  the  registrar  to  have  the  returns,  which  are  to 
serve  both  as  permanent  records  in  this  central  office,  and  as  the 
basis  of  all  the  statistical  tabulations,  as  free  from  errors  and 
imperfections  as  it  is  possible  to  have  them.  The  copies,  there- 
fore, of  considerably  more  than  2000  records  of  deaths,  and  of 
a  smaller  number  of  births  and  marriages  were  returned  to  town 
clerks,  physicians,  clergymen,  and  other  persons,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  essential  facts  which  were  omitted  in  the  records  or  for 
the  correction  of  possible  errors.  This  and  the  subsequent  red-ink 
annotation  of  the  records  was  a  tedious  work,  but  it  is  believed 
that  their  nearer  approach  to  completeness,  and  their  greater  value 
for  future  use,  will  be  an  ample  justification. 

How  near  the  figures  representing  the  results  of-  this  first  year's 
registration  of  vital  statistics  approach  the  truth  may  be  known 
with  more  certainty  in  the  future  by  comparing  them  with  those  to 
be  obtained  in  subsequent  years.  It  is  certain  that  the  registration 
results  in  some  towns  are  defective.     There  are,  however,  grounds 
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for  hoping  that  this  first  year's  work  may  at  least  be  as  nearly 
accurate  as  the  first  work  of  the  local  registrars  in  any  other  state. 
Population. — According  to  the  report  of  the  eleventh  census, 
the  population  of  the  State  of  Maine  was  661,086  in  1890.  The 
population  of  the  State  was  648,936  in  1880.  There  was,  there- 
fore, a  gain  of  12,150  in  the  decade  between  the  two  last  census 
enumerations.  This  represents  the  balance  of  gain  over  loss,  for 
seven  counties  suffered  a  diminution  of  population  aggregating 
12,906  while  25,056  persons  were  added  to  the  population  of  nine 
other  counties.  The  following  table  shows  the  gain  or  loss  in  each 
county  : 


TABLE  No.  1. 
Population  in  1890  and   1880. 


Counties. 


1890. 

1880. 

Difference. 

48,968 

- 
45,042 

3^926  gain. 

49,589 

41,700 

7,889  gain. 

90,949 

86,359 

4,590  gain. 

17,053 

18,180 

1,127  loss. 

37,312 

38,129 

817  loss. 

57,012 

53,058 

3,954  gain. 

31,473 

32,863 

1,390  loss. 

21,996 

24,821 

2,825  loss. 

30,586 

32,627 

2,041  loss. 

72,865 

70,476 

2,389  gain. 

16,134 

14,872 

1,262  gain. 

19,452 

19,272 

180  gain. 

32,627 

32,333 

294  gain. 

27,759 

32,463 

4,704  loss. 

44,482 

44,484 

2  loss. 

62,829 

62,257 

572  gain. 

661,086 

648,936 

12,150  gain. 

Androscoggin 
Aroostook  . . . 
Cumberland... 

Franklin 

Hancock  

Kennebec    . . 

Knox 

Lincoln 

Oxford 

Penobscot... 
Piscataquis  . . 
Sagadahoc — 

Somerset 

Waldo   

Washington. . 

York 

State 
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TABLE   No.  2. 

Population  of  1890;  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  with  Rate  of 
Each  to  1,000  of  Population  for  the  Year  ending  December 
31,    1892. 


Counties. 
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Androscoggin 

Aroostook 

Cumberland. 

Franklin 

Hancock 

Kennebec 

Knox 

Lincoln  

Oxford 

Penobscot  — 
Piscataquis... 

Sagadahoc 

Somerset 

Waldo 

Washington  .. 

York 

Total 


4S.968 

991 

20.23 

479 

9.78 

803 

49,58!) 

1,610 

32.46 

458 

9.23 

619 

90,949 

2,048 

22.51 

779 

8.56 

1,845 

17,053 

345 

20.23 

145 

8.50 

337 

37,312 

757 

20.28 

307 

8.22 

581 

57,012 

1,064 

18.66 

553 

9.69 

1,273 

31,473 

572 

18.14 

276 

8.76 

629 

21,996 

402 

18.27 

172 

7.81 

439 

30,5S6 

524 

17.13 

224 

7.32 

561 

72,865 

1,452 

19.92 

697 

9.56 

1,208 

16,134 

343 

21.25 

133 

8.24 

246 

19,452 

375 

19.27 

157 

S.07 

352 

32,627 

629 

19.27 

297 

9.10 

518 

27,759 

404 

14.55 

240 

8.64 

538 

44,482 

1,081 

24.30 

354 

7.95 

775 

62,829 

1,431 

22.77 

455 

7.24 

1,393 

661,086 

14,028 

21.21 

5,72fr 

8.66 

12,147 

16.39 
12.48 
20.28 
19.76 
15.57 
22.32 
19.99 
19.95 
18.30 
16.57 
15.24 
18.09 
16.79 
19.38 
17.42 
22.20 
7    18.37 
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The  following  is  a  general  summary  of  the  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  in  1892. 

BIRTHS. 


Sex. 


Parentage. 


Males 7,184 

Females     6,730 

Not  stated 114 


14,028 


American 8,689 

Foreign 2,590 

One  parent  foreign 1,828 

Not  stated 921 


14,028 


AYhole  number  of  births. 
Birth-rate  per  1000 


14,028 
21.21* 


*  Birth-rates,  marriage-rates,  and  death-rates,  based  on  the  population  for  1890. 


MARRIAGES. 


Groom  and  bride  both  American. 
Groom  and  bride  both  foreign  — 
Groom  American,  bride  foreign.. 
Groom  foreign,  bride  American.. 
Not  stated 


Whole  number  of  marriages. 
Marriage-rate  per  1000 


3,565 
438 
272 
330 

1.121 


5,726 
8.56 


DEATHS. 


Sex. 


Nativity- 


Males 5,939 

Females 6,175 

Not  stated  33 


12,141 


American 10,194 

Foreign 1,267 


Not  stated 


686 


12,147 


Whole  number  of  deaths 

Death-rate  per  L000  of  population. 


12,147 

18.37 


Relation  of  Births  to  Deaths. — As  the  total  number  of  births 
registered  in  Maine  in  the  year  1892  was  14,02<S  and  the  number  of 
deaths  was  12,147,  the  natural  increase  of  births  over,  deaths  was 

1,881. 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES    AND    DEATHS. 


9 


In  the  following  table  it  appears  that,  in  some  of  the  counties, 
there  has  been  a  natural  loss  of  population  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  registered  deaths  exceeds  the  number  of  births. 


TABLE  No.  3. 


Counties. 
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Androscoggin 
Aroostook  — 
Cumberland  . . 

Franklin 

Hancock 

Kennebec 

Knox 

Lincoln 

Oxford 

Penobscot  

Piscataquis  ... 
Sagadahoc  — 

Somerset 

Waldo 

Washington  . . 

York 

State  


48,968 

991 

49,589 

1,610 

90,949 

2,048 

17,053 

345 

37,312 

757 

57,012 

1,064 

31,473 

572 

21,996 

402 

30,586 

524 

72,865 

1,452 

16,134 

343 

19,452 

375 

32,627 

629 

27,759 

404 

44,482 

1,081 

62,829 

1,431 

661,086 

14,028 

803 
619 

1,845 
337 
581 

1,273 
629 
439 
561 

1,208 
246 
352 
548 
538 
775 

1,393 


12,147 


188  gain 
991  gain 
203  gain 


8  gam 

176  gain 

209  loss 

57  loss 

37  loss 

37  loss 

244  gain 


97  gain 


23  gain 


81  gain 


134  loss 


306  gain 


38  gain 
1,881  gain 
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In  the  cities  the  relation  of   the  number  of   births  to  that  of  the 
deaths  is  conveniently  shown  in  the  following : 

TABLE  No.  4. 


Cities. 


o 

&       • 

I— i  C 

p  OS 

1.5 


CO 

m 

+3 

+3 

^ 

•rH 

<v 

pa 

0 

O 


Auburn 


Augusta. 


Bangor, 


Bath 

Belfast 

Biddeford.. 

Brewer 

Calais 

Deering  — 
Eastport . . . 
Ellsworth.. 
Gardiner... 
Hallo  well.. 
Lewiston  . . 
Old  Town  .. 
Portland  .. . 
Rockland  . . 

Saco 

Waterville. 

Westbrook. 

Total  . . . 


11,250 

10,527 

19,103 

8,723 

5,294 

14,443 

4,193 

7,290 

5,353 

4, 90S 

4,S04 

5,491 

3,181 

21,701 

5,312 

36,425 

8,174 

0,075 

7,107 

6,632 

195,985 


151 

182 

206 

*306 

365 

364 

173 

158 

28 

104 

509 

408 

109 

58 

191 

.  176 

99 

99 

125 

79 

90 

79 

73 

107 

57 

66 

535 

340 

145 

113 

S08 

782 

154 

179 

137 

131 

300 

163 

241 

118 

4,496 

4,012 

31  loss. 
100  loss. 
1  gain. 


15  gain. 


76  loss. 


101  gain. 
51  gain. 
15  gain. 


46  gain. 
11  gain. 
34  loss. 
9  loss. 


195  gain . 
32  gain. 


26  gain. 

25  loss. 

6  gain. 

137  gain. 

123  gain. 

4S4  gain. 


*  Including  84  deaths  in  the  Insane  Hospital. 
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Of  the  517  cities,  towns,  and  plantations  represented  in  this  report, 
the  births  exceed  the  deaths  in  322,  while  in  168  the  number  of 
deaths  is  greater  than  the  number  of  births. 


TABLE  No.   5. 


Counties. 


o 

05 

r— i  aj 

J  © 

H 

•1-1  ~ 

' — '    CD 

.5  a> 

a? 

>  CD 

•r-l    0^       . 
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*£■§ 

^■■sS 

o  S 

C.£  0 

O  oj.S 

HPT3 

H-CP 

H£ 

c3 

+3 
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Androscoggin 

Aroostook 

Cumberland  . 

Franklin 

Hancock  .... 

Kennebec 

Knox 

Lincoln  

Oxford , 

Penobscot  — 
Piscataquis... 
Sagadahoc  — 

Somerset 

Waldo , 

Washington . 
York 


5 

8 

- 

68 

- 

1 

♦ 

14 

10 

2 

16 

8 

2 

26 

8 

- 

13 

16 

1 

8 

9 

- 

6 

11 

1 

18 

18 

3 

39 

17 

6 

20 

3 

2 

6 

5 

- 

24 

13 

3 

7 

16 

3 

42 

11 

1 

10 

15 

2 

322 

168 

27 

13 

69 
26 
26 
34 
30 
17 
18 
39 
62 
25 
11 
40 
26 
54 
27 


517 


A  comparison  of  the  tables  already  given  offers  interesting  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  conditions  which  are  influencing  gain  or  loss  of 
population  in  the  different  parts  of  the  State.  Generally  it  may  be 
said  that  in  the  older  counties  in  which  agriculture  is  the  leading 
industry  and  in  which  large  manufacturing  centers  are  absent,  the 
census  enumeration  shows  either  a  loss  or  only  a  very  slight  gain 
in  population.  In  the  same  places,  the  town  clerks'  returns  exhibit 
generally  either  a  preponderance  of  deaths  over  births,  or  only  a 
slight  excess  in  the  number  of  births,  as  compared  with  the  number 
of  deaths. 
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TABLE 

Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 

ANDROSCOGGIN 


Births. 

Sex. 

Parentage. 

d 
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42 

O 

CD 

o 

O 
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c 
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c 
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s 

&H 

fc 

H 

W 

q 

PQ 
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Auburn 

Durham 

East  Livermore. 

Greene 

Leeds   

Lewistori 

Lisbon 

Livermore 

Minot 

Poland 

Turner 

Wales 

Webster 

Total 


11,250 

82 

69 

- 

151 

13.42 

84 

44 

13 

S 

1,111 

15 

5 

-• 

20 

18.00 

17 

2 

- 

- 

1,506 

14 

21 

- 

35 

23.24 

26 

8 

- 

- 

885 

9 

5 

1 

15 

16.94 

7 

3 

- 

2 

999 

11 

9 

- 

20 

20.02 

16 

- 

1 

1 

21,701 

269 

265 

1 

535 

24.65 

108 

364 

24 

31 

3,120 

51 

49 

- 

100 

32,05 

41 

50 

4 

5 

1,151 

7 

4 

- 

11 

9.55 

10 

1 

- 

- 

1,355 

9 

4 

- 

13 

9.59 

10 

- 

2 

- 

2,472 

18 

15 

- 

33 

13.34 

21 

2 

1 

- 

2,016 

15 

19 

- 

34 

16.86 

32 

1 

- 

- 

451 

3 

- 

- 

3 

6.65 

3 

- 

- 

- 

951 

15 

518 

6 
471 

2 

21 

991 

22.08 

13 

388 

3 

478 

45 

3 

50 

48,968 

20.23 

1 
1 

3 


1 
9 
1 


30 
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No.  6. 

for  the  Year  1892. 

COUNTY. 


Deaths. 

MARRIj! 

. 

Sex. 

Nativity. 
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23 
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89 

93 

- 
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160 

12 

10 

16.17 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

9 

17 

- 

26 

25 

1 

- 

23.40 

15 

1 

- 

2 

- 

18 

11 

16 

- 

27 

25 

- 

2 

17.92 

10 

- 

1 

- 

1 

12 

7 

9 

- 

16 

15 

- 

1 

18.07 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

11 

10 

- 

21 

21 

- 

- 

21.02 

20 

12 

4 

2 

212 

250 

171 

169 

- 

340 

220 

103 

17 

15.66 

20 

6 

3 

- 

2 

31 

27 

26 

- 

53 

45 

7 

1 

16.98 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

7 

10 

- 

17 

13 

1 

o 

o 

14.76 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

7 

26 

- 

33 

23 

- 

10 

24.35 

20 

- 

1 

- 

3 

24 

27 

15 

- 

42 

39 

1 

2 

16.99 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

16 

21 

- 

37 

34 

1 

2 

18.35 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

4 

4 

- 

- 

8.86 

4 

- 

- 

2 

1 

r- 
1 

2 

3 

- 

5 

5 

- 

- 

5.25 

191 

22 

13 

9 

244 

479 

386 

417 

- 

803 

629 

126 

48 

16.39 
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TABLE 

Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 

AROOSTOOK 


Towns. 


c 
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Sex. 


Parentage. 
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Amity  

Ashland 

Bancroft 

Benedicta 

Blaine 

Bridgewater  . 

Caribou 

Dyer  Brook  . . 

Easton 

Fort  Fairfield 
Fort  Kent..... 
Frenchville .. 
Grand  Isle  — 
Haynesville  .. 

Hersey 

Hodgdon 

lloulton 

Island  Falls  .. 
Limestone  ... 

Linneus 

Littleton 

Ludlow 

Mad  aw  ask  a  .. 
Mapleton  — 
Mars  Hill 


420 

4 

1 

5 

11.90 

3 

- 

1 

1 

568 

16 

10 

- 

26 

45.77 

19 

- 

1 

- 

264 

1 

1 

- 

2 

7.57 

1 

- 

1 

- 

317 

3 

6 

9 

28.39 

6 

- 

2 

1 

784 

11 

13 

- 

24 

30.61 

9 

8 

4 

2 

946 

15 

19 

- 

34 

35.94 

8 

9 

8 

8 

4,087 

75 

82 

1 

158 

38.65 

40 

30 

26 

12 

221 

4 

5 

- 

9 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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- 

9 

8 

- 

1 

2 

- 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

10 

3 

1 

- 

4 

4 

- 

- 

307 

302 

279 

- 

581 

531 

26 

24 

16.67 
12.17 

7.86 

7.57 

15.47 

37.19 

31.74 

17.85 

6.32 

15.57 
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table: 

Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 

KENNEBEC 


Towns. 
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ci 
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Parentage. 
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Chelsea   , 
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Clinton 

Farmingdale .. 
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Gardiner 

Hallowell , 

Litchfield 

Manchester  .. . 

Monmouth 

Mount  Vernon 

Oakland 

Pittston 

Randolph 

Read  field 

Rome 

Sidney 

Vassalboro  — 

Vienna 

Waterville...  ■ 


1,042 

10 

11 

- 

21 

20.15 

20 

- 

- 

- 

10,527 

112 

89 

5 

206 

19.56 

114 

60 

4 

22 

1,090 

15 

i 

- 

22 

20.18 

21 

- 

- 

- 

1,136 

6 

7 

- 

13 

11.44 

10 

1 

- 

1 
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8 

9 

1 

18 

7.63 

8 

1 

1 

1 
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10 

9 

- 

19 
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18 

- 

- 

- 
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10 

14 

- 

24 
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21 

- 

- 

1 
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4 

3 

- 

7 
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- 

1 
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- 

8 
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- 
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- 
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7 
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10.92 

14 

- 

- 

- 

1,281 

10 
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5 
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- 

1 
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- 

- 
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6 
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41 
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23 

24 

1 

6- 

] 

1 

7 

1 

9 


2 
12 
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2 
1 


15 
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No.  6— Continued, 
for  the  Yeara1892. 
COUNTY. 
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- 

20 

19 
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50 

10 

5 

3 

83 
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158 

148 

- 
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218 

40 

48 

29.06 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

21 

13 

- 

34 

33 

- 

1 

31.19 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1 

9 

14 

8 

- 

22 

21 

1 

- 

19.36 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

5 

- 

11 

7 

1 

3 

4.66 

9 

- 

- 

- 

1 

10 

18 

19 

- 

37 

35 

- 

2 

26.00 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

11 

23 

- 

34 

30 

.'     2 

2 

22.39 

7 

- 
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1 

- 

9 

11 

6 

- 

17 

15 

- 

2 

20.70 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

10 

6 

- 

16 

15 

- 

1 

24.65 

11 

- 

2 

2 

38 

53 

61 

46 

- 

107 

97 

8 

2 

19.48 

18 

2 

4 

1 

1 

26 

27 

39 

- 

66 

51 

11 

4 
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- 

- 
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- 

8 

11 
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- 
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- 

1 
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- 

- 

- 
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- 

11 
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- 

3 
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- 

1 

- 

1 

10 

19 

28 

- 

47 

40 

3 

4 

34.50 

7 

- 

1 

1 

2 

11 

11 

15 

- 

26 

26 

- 

- 

27.65 

21 

- 

1 

- 

2 

24 

24 

23 

- 

47 

43 

2 

2 

22.99 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

14 

6 

- 

20 

19 

- 

1 

15.61 

8 

- 

- 

- 

2 

10 

16 

15 

- 

31 

24 

4 

3 

24.19 
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- 

- 
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12 

6 
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- 

13 

11 

- 

2 
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4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

4 

- 

6 

6 

- 

- 
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4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

8 

9 

- 

17 

16 
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- 

12.74 

11 

- 

1 

- 

4 

16 
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20 

- 

53 

43 

4 
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5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

3 

5 

- 

8 
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- 
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24 
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- 
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TABLE 

Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 

KENNEBEC 


Towns. 


o 
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- 
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853 
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- 
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- 

- 
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- 
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- 
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- 

33 
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11 
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2 
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18 

22 

2 

42 
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27 

12 

- 

3 

62 
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2 
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17 

2 
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32.24 

1 
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1 
44 
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57,012 
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No.  6— Continued, 
for  the  Year  1892. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 


Deaths. 
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P-l 
rfl 

"5 
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1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

5 
1 
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16 

6 

8 

7 

27 

19 
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10 
12 

5 
14 

27 

- 

16 
20 
12 
41 
46 

15 
15 
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25 

46 

1 

1 

14 

4 
1 

2 
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23.44 
14.06 
22.60 
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42 

39 

24 
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- 
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22.32 
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Towns. 


TABLE 

Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 

KNOX 


G5 
00 


o3 

9 
o 
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Sex. 


Parentage. 
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Hurricane  Isle 
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Rockland 

Rockport 

South  Thomaston. 


St.  George. 


Thomaston 

Union 

Vinalhaven 

Warren 

Washington 

Matinicus  Isle  PI 
Total 


1,080 

2,471 
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877 

641 
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552 

8,174 

2,150 

1,534 

2,491 

3,009 

1,436 

2,617 

2,037 

1,230 
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13 

8 

28 

13 

6 

8 

12 

4 

5 

3 

3 

5 

4 

7 
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17 

28 

19 
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21 
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9 
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- 
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16 


11 
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35 
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42 

56 

34 

16 

1 
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20.34 
18.24 
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21.39 
16.69 
13.00 
51.02 


18.14 


19 

36 

13 

14 

8 

2 
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33 
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34 

43 
32 
15 

1 
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2 
2 

13 


44 


25 


18 


2 
1 


18 


*  Population  in  unorganized  plantations  in  1890,  24. 
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No.  6— Continued, 
for  the  Year  1892. 
COUNTY. 
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18.11 
21.89 
22.32 
20.20 
20.87 
14.62 
24.37 
18.72 
20.61 
27.64 
15.30 
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TABLE 

Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 
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Towns. 


o 

S3 
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Parentage. 


d 
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03 
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03 
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o 

o 
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H 

M 

W 

ffl 

^  =4-1 

O 
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c3 
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Boothbay 

Boothbay  Harbor 

Bremen 

Bristol • . 

Damariscotta 

Dresden  .   .  • 

Edgecomb 

Jefferson 

Newcastle 

Nobleboro 

Somerville 

Southport 

Waldoboro 

Westport 

Whitefleld 

Wiscasset 

Monhegan  PI 

Total 


512 

3 

2 

- 

5 

9.76 

3 

- 

- 

- 
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24 

18 

- 

42 

24.44 

40 

1 

- 

1 

1,699 

19 

21 

- 

40 

23.54 

34 

2 

2 

2 

842 

7 

9 

- 

16 

19.00 

14 

- 

- 

1 

2,821 

33 

24 

- 

57 

20.20 

51 

1 

3 

1 

1,012 

6 

6 

- 

12 

11.75 

11 

- 

- 

- 
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14 

15 

- 

29 

27.80 

26 

- 

- 

2 
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17 

7 

- 

24 
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20 

2 
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- 
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11 

- 

IS 
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13 

- 

- 

- 
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16 

9 

- 

25 

19.50 

19 

- 

- 

3 
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10 

3 

- 

13 
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12 

- 

- 

1 
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6 

4 

- 

10 
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9 

- 

- 

1 
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4 

4 

- 

8 
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8 

- 

- 

- 
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16 

29 

- 

45 
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- 

- 

451 

8 

1 

- 

9 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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402 
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- 

7 
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No.  6— Continued, 
for  the  Year  1892. 

COUNTY. 
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No.  6— Continued, 
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*  Population  in  unorganized  plantations  in  1890,  92. 
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No.  6— Continued. 
for  the  Year  1892. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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No.  6— Continued, 
for  the  Year  1892. 
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*  Population  in  unorganized  plantations  in  1S90,  305. 
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*  Population  in  unorganized  plantations  in  1890,  318. 
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22.61 
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No.  6— Continued 
for  the  Year  1892. 
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No.  7. 

BY   COUNTIES. 
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TABLE   No.  8. 
Births  by  Counties,  Showing  Proportion  of  Males  to  Females,  1 892. 
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TABLE   No.  9. 
Births  by  Sex  and  Month,  by  Counties,  1892. 
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TABLE  No.   10. 
Births  in  Cities  for  1  892,  with  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  Population. 
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2 

509 

54 

52 

3 

109 

91 

99 

1 

191 

47 

52 

- 

99 

60 

65 

- 

125 

46 

44 

- 

90 

42 

31 

- 

73 

34 

23 

- 

57 

269 

265 

1 

535 

79 

65 

1 

145 

435 

370 

3 

SOS 

73 

80 

1 

154 

66 

70 

1 

137 

151 

143 

6 

300 

117 

123 

1 

241 

2,312 

2,153 

31 

4,496 

13.42 
19.56 
19.10 
19.83 
5.28 
35.24 
25.99 
26.52 
IS.  49 
25.46 
18.73 
13.29 
17.91 
24.65 
27.29 
22.18 
18.59 
22.55 
42.21 
36.33 


>2.94 


118.8 

125.8 

103.3 

97.7 

86.6 

116.6 

103.8 

91.9 

90.3 

92.3 

104.5 

135.4 

147.8 

101.5 

121.5 

117.5 

91.2 

94.2 

105.5 

95.1 


107.3 
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TABLE  No.  11. 

Percentage  of  American  and  Foreign  Births,  by  Counties,  1892. 


Counties. 
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Androscoggin 
Aroostook  — 
Cumberland   . 

Franklin 

Hancock 

Kennebec 

Knox 

Lincoln . 

Oxford 

Penobscot — 

Piscataquis 

Sagadahoc... 

Somerset 

Waldo 

Washington.. . 

York 

State 


39.15 
49.00 
55.90 
84.63 
87.97 
52.06 
81.46 
89.30 
83.20 
57.98 
70.84 
73.06 
74.24 
89.10 
66.11 
50.66 


61.94 


48.23 

15.46 

28.46 

6.37 

3.83 

18.51 

7.69 

1.49 

1.90 

15.28 

9.03 

11.46 

10.01 

1.27 

10  64 

34.80 


IS.  46 


9.58 
26.89 
13.42 

4.63 

5.15 
10.24 

7.51 

5.2-? 

5.91 
14.94 
11.66 
13.06 
11.12 

4.70 
20.61 
11.04 


13.03 


3.02 
8.63 
2.19 
4.34 
3.03 

19.17 
3.32 
3.98 
8.96 

11.77 
8.45 
2.40 
4.61 
4.95 
2.61 
3.49 


6.57 
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TABLE   No.  12. 

Percentage  of  American  and  Foreign  Births,  by  Cities,   1892. 


Cities. 


PARENTS. 


o 
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'S 

o 
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o 

s 

03 

d' 

S-H 
83 


MS 


Auburn 

Augusta 

Bangor 

Bath 

Belfast 

Biddeford 

Brewer 

Calais 

Peering 

Eastport -.. 

Ellsworth.   

Gardiner 

Hallowell 

Lewiston 

Old  Town , 

Portland 

Rockland 

Saco 

Waterville 

Westbrook , 

Collectively 


55.62 
55.33 
51.78 
63.00 
85.71 
18.27 
42.20 
34.55 
67.67 
3S.40 
75.55 
69.86 
47.36 
20.18 
28.96 
48.63 
81.69 
54.01 
13.66 
29.87 


40.94 


29.13 

1 
13.90 

29.12 

12.62 

33.56 

17.80 

19.65 

16.18 

- 

7.14 

65.81 

15.52 

32.11 

9.17 

23.56 

40.31 

20.20 

8.08 

20.00 

40.00 

10.00 

7-77 

17.80 

9.58 

24.56 

7.01 

68.03 

10.28 

26.20 

19.31 

30.69 

19.43 

7.84 

8.49 

31.38 

13.  S6 

27.00 

15.66 

54.35 

11.61 

36.41 

16.25 

1.32 
2.91 
6.84 
1.15 
7.14 
0.39 

16.51 
1.57 
4.04 
1.60 
6.66- 
2.7S 

21.05 
1.49 

25.51 
1.23 
1.96 
0.72 

43.66 
4.14 


6.40 


BIRTHS. 


77 


TABLE   No.   13. 
Twin  Births  by  Months  and  Counties,  1892. 


Counties. 
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Androscoggin. 
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Oxford ... 

Penobscot .  . . 
Piscataquis. . . 
Sagadahoc — 

Somerset 

Waldo , 


Washington 

York  

Total... 


- 

1 

1 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

o 
0 

- 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 
1 
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1 

Q 
O 

3 

4 

4 

1 

2 
1 

2 

- 

- 

- 
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1 

- 
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2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 
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- 
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- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

2 

- 

- 

6 

11 

14 

15 

15 

15 

12 

15 

10 

10 

5 

10 

10 

17 

27 

3 

5 

12 

5 

5 

2 

13 

3 

3 

4 

5 

10 

14 

138 
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TABLE   No.  14. 
Twin  Births,  by  Sex  and  Parentage,  by  Counties. 


Counties. 


Sex. 


Parentage. 
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+3 
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0> 
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s3  d 
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<D 
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D 


<D 
fcX) 
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m 


ci 

o 
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Androscoggin 

Aroostook 

Cumberland . 

Franklin 

Hancock 

Kennebec  — 

Knox 

Lincoln 

Oxford 

Penobscot 

Piscataquis  ... 
Sagadahoc  — 

Somerset 

Waldo 

"Washington  . . 

York 

Total 


2 

5 

3 

- 

2 

6 

2 

- 

- 

10 

20 

7 

5 

5 

- 

9 

4 

3 

1 

- 

17 

32 

2 

11 

7 

8 

1 

14 

8 

3 

2 

- 

27 

45 

9 

- 

1 

2 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

- 

2 

- 

3 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

9 

1 

•2 

3 

6 

1 

3 

5 

- 

1 

3 

12 

21 

3 

1 

4 
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- 

3 

1 

1 

- 

- 

5 
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- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

10 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

3 

6 

3 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

13 

21 

5 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

8 

- 

2 

1 

2 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

7 

3 

3 

2 

5 

- 

8 

1 

- 

1 

- 

10 

17 

3 

4 

7 

3 

- 

5 

i 

1 

1 

- 

14 

25 

3 

43 

47 

45 

3 

78 

36 

11 

8 

5 

138 

244 

32 

20 

34 

54 

& 

10 

24 

10 

10 

4 

26 

6 

6 

S 

10 

20 

28 


270 
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TABLE   No    15. 
Still-Births  by  Sex  and  Parentage,  by  Counties. 


Counties. 
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<D 
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<S 
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+3 

?H 
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H 

ft 
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H 

o 

M 

+3 

o 

o> 

<n 
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Androscoggin 
Aroostook  ... 
Cumberland... 

Franklin 

Hancock 

Kennebec 

Knox 

Lincoln 

Oxford 

Penobscot  — 
Piscataquis  .. 
Sagadaboc... 

Somerset 

Waldo  . .  . .  . 
Washington  .. 

York 

Total 


7 

7 

- 

14 

6 

8 

6 

2 

2 

10 

5 

4 

30 

17 

7 

54 

34 

16 

5 

3 

1 

9 

8 

1 

5 

2 

1 

8 

6 

2 

11 

5 

3 

19 

14 

4 

6 

3 

1 

10 

10 

- 

4 

1 

1 

6 

4 

2 

3 

3 

1 

M 
1 

4 

- 

17 

9 

1 

27 

16 

10 

2 

3 

1 

6 

2 

4 

4 

7 

- 

11 

4 

5 

4 

3 

12 

8 

2 

2 

5 

1 

8 

7 

1 

14 

8 

3 

25 

10 

15 

25 
146 

17 
96 

2 

28 

44 

18 

24 

97 

270 

159 

1 

4 


3 

1 


2 
14 
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TABLE   No.   16. 
Still  Births  by  Seasons. 


Months. 


January  . . . 
February.. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 
October  ... 
November. 


December 

Month  not  stated. 
Total 


32 
15 

28 
25 
26 
20 
25 
23 
12 
16 
21 
25 
2 

270 


Total  for  first  quarter 


Total  for  second  quarter. 


Total  for  third  quarter. 


Total  for  fourth  quarter 


i  a 


71 


60 


62 
2 

270 
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NOTES  ON  BIRTHS. 

There  were  registered  during  the  year  1892,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  the  births  of  14,028  children,  of  which  13,758  were  born 
alive,  and  270  were  still-born. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  births  of  which  the  sex  was  certified, 
7,184  were  males  and  6,730  were  females.  Iu  114  births  the  sex 
was  not  stated.     For  each  100   girls   born   there    were   106.7  boys. 

This  preponderance  of  the  births  of  boys  over  girls  conforms 
with  the  results  of  the  registration  of  births  almost  everywhere. 
Thus,  the  number  of  boys  to  each  100  girls  is,  in  Massachusetts 
(1892),  105.6;  in  Vermont  (1892),  105.5;  in  Rhode  Island  (1890), 
103.6  ;  England  and  Wales,  104  3  ;  France,  106  4  ;  Germany,  106.2  ; 
Italy,  107.1  ;  Sweden,  105  ;  Greece,   112. 

Birth-Rate . — The  birth-rate  for  the  State  was  21.21  for  each 
1,000  of  population. 

The  birth-rate  of  the  different  counties  varied  widely.  It  was 
the  highest  in  Aroostook,  32.46,  and  the  lowest  in  Waldo,  14.55. 
In  five  counties,  Aroostook,  Cumberland,  Piscataquis,  Washington 
and  York,  the  birth-rate  was  above  that  of  the  whole  State.  The 
birth  rate  in  each  county  is  shown  in  Tables  No.  2  and  No.  7. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  it  may  be  stated  that  the  birth- 
rate of  Massachusetts  was  27.7  in  1892;  Rhode  Island,  24.7  in 
1890;  Connecticut,  23.3  in  1890;  England  and  Wales,  31.2 
(1887-91)  ;  Ireland  and  France,  each  22.8  (1887-91)  ;  Germany, 
36.5  (1887-91)  ;  Norway,  30.5  (1887-91)  ;  Holland,  33  4  (1887-91)  ; 
Italy,  37.6  (1887-91)  ;  Hungary,  43  (1887-90). 

Parentage. — Of  the  total  births  in  the  State,  61.94  per  cent, 
were  of  native  parents  ;  18.46  per  cent,  were  of  foreign  parentage  ; 
13.03  percent,  were  of  parents  one  of  which  was  foreign;  while 
of  6.57  per  cent.,  the  nationality  was  not  stated. 

Lincoln  county  had  the  largest  percentage  of  native-born  parents, 
to  wit,  89.30  per  cent. 

Waldo  was  a  very  close  second  with  89.10  per  cent,  of  native 
parentage,  and  only  1.27  per  cent,  in  which  both  parents  were 
foreign-born. 

In  Hancock  county,  in  87.97  per  cent,  of  the  births,  the  parents 
were  native-born. 
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In  Franklin  the  percentage  was  84.63,  and  in  Oxford  83.20. 

Low  percentages  of  native  born  parents  are  shown  in  Androscog- 
gin county,  where,  in  39.15  per  cent,  of  the  births,  the  parents 
were  native-born,  and  48.23  per  cent,  were  foreign-born,  and  in 
Aroostook  county  with  49  per  cent.,  and  in  York  county  with  50. 66 
per  cent,  of  the  parents  native-born. 

The  percentages  of  parentage,  whether  American-born  or  foreign- 
born,  may  be  found  for  the  other  counties  in  Table  No.  11. 

Comparing  the  parentage  of  the  births  in  our  twenty  cities  with 
that  of  the  rest  of  the  State,  we  find  that  in  the  cities,  40.94  per 
cent,  of  the  births  were  of  American  parentage,  while,  in  the  rural 
parts  of  the  State,  the  percentage  of  American-born  children  was 
71-84. 

The  largest  percentage  of  foreign-born  parents  was  in  Lewiston, 
68.03,  and  in  Biddeford,  65.81  per  cent. 

The  lowest  percentage  of  foreign-born  parents  was  in  Belfast 
where  no  birth  was  reported  in  which  both  parents  were  foreign, 
in  Rockland  with  7.84  per  cent.,  and  in  Ellsworth,  with  10  per 
cent,  of  the  births  with  parents  both  foreign.  For  further  com- 
parisons see  Table  No.  12. 

Comparing  the  statistics  of  the  other  New  England  states  with 
our  61.94  per  cent,  of  American-born  parents  we  find  that  in  New 
Hampshire  (1890)  50.07  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  of  American 
parentage;  in  Massachusetts  (1892)  33  11  per  cent.;  in  Rhode 
Island  (1890)  47.02  per  cent.  ;  in  Connecticut  (1892)  42.2  per 
cent  ;  in  Vermont  (1892)  77.61  per  cent  of  the  parents  were 
American-born. 

Season  and  Births. — The  largest  number  of  births  in  any  one 
month  in  1892  was  1,345  in  March  ;  the  smallest  was  1,016  in 
January  ;  the  largest  quarterly  total  was  3,774  in  the  second  quar- 
ter ;  the  smallest  3,160  in  the  last  quarter 

In  the  first  quarter  there  were  3,474  births. 

In  the  second  quarter  there  were  3,774  births. 

In  the  third  quarter  there  were  3,557  births. 

In  the  fourth  quarter  there  were  3,160  births. 

The  three  consecutive  months  in  which  the  largest  number  of 
births  occurred  were  March,  April  and  May,  3,943. 

Twin  Births.— In  1892,  138  twin  births  occurred.  In  43 
instances  the   twins   were  both  boys  ;  in  47,  both  girls  ;  in  45,  a 
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boy  and  a  girl.  In  78  cases  the  parentage  was  American  ;  in  36, 
foreign  ;  and  in  19  instances  the  parentage  was  mixed.  Of  the  276 
children,  244  were  born  alive,  and  32  were  still-born.  Other  facts 
may  be  learned  by  consulting  Tables  No.  13  and  No.  14. 

Still-Births. — Of  the  270  still-born  children,  146  were  males, 
and  96  females.  In  28  the  sex  was  not  stated.  With  the  exception 
of  14  still-births,  as  to  which  the  nativity  of  the  mother  was  not 
stated,  159  were  of  American  mothers,  and  97  were  of  foreign 
mothers. 

The  largest  number  of  still-births,  54,  occurred  in  Cumberland 
county,  while  the  minimum  number,  6,  was  reported  in  two  coun- 
ties, Lincoln  and  Piscataquis. 

The  largest  number  of  still-births,  32,  was  returned  in  January, 
that  month  in  which  the  smallest  number  of  living  children  were 
born.  The  smallest  number  in  any  one  month  was  12  in  September. 
See  Tables  No.  15  and  No.  16  for  other  details. 
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TABLE  No.  17. 

Marriages  by  Counties  and  Nativity,  1892. 
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161 
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5,726 
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TABLE  No.   18. 
Marriages  by  Months  and  Counties,  1892. 
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TABLE   No.  19. 
Marriages   by  Ages  and  Counties,  1892. 
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No.  20. 

Relation  to  Marriage. 
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NOTES  ON   MARRIAGES. 

There  were  5,726  marriages  registered  in  the  State  during  the 
year  1892.  This  gives  a  marriage-rate  of  8.56  to  every  ]  ,000  of 
population,  or  one  marriage  among  every  115  persons. 

The  marriage  rate  was  higher  in  Androscoggin  county  than  else- 
where in  the  State,  for  that  county  being  9.78  per  l.'OOO,  and  7.24 
for  York  county  was. the  lowest  marriage-rate.     See  Table  No.   2. 

As  to  the  nativity  of  the  persons  married  there  is  a  lamentable 
defect  in  Table  No.  17,  due  to  the  failure  of  some  of  the  town 
clerks  to  return  the  birthplace  of  groom  and  bride,  called  for  in 
the  blanks  sent  from  this  office.  Of  the  4,605  records  of  mar- 
riages which  give  these  facts,  in  77  per  cent,  the  groom  and  bride 
were  both  American;  in  10  per  cent,  both  were  of  foreign  birth; 
in  6  per  cent,  the  groom  was  American  and  the  bride  of  foreign 
birth  ;  while  in  7  per  cent,  a  foreign  groom  and  American  bride 
were  united. 

The  largest  number  of  marriages  were  solemnized  in  November, 
698  ;  while  the  smallest  number  in  any  one  month,  321,  occurred 
in  January.     See  Table  No.  18. 

As  to  the  ages  of  the  persons  contracting  marriages,  the  largest 
number  both  of  grooms  and  brides  were  between  20  and  25  years 
of  age.  While  still  under  15  years  of  age  24  brides  were  married  ; 
in  the  age  period,  15-20  years,  there  were  194  grooms  and  1,597 
brides;  in  the  period  20-25  years,  2.183  men  and  2,197  women 
were  married  ;  from  25-30,  1,541  men  and  921  women  ;  from  30-35, 
703  men  and  359  women;  from  35-40,  363  men  and  221  women; 
from  40-45,  236  men  and  130  women  ;  from  45-50,  142  men  and  86 
women  ;  from  50-55,  113  men  and  55  women  ;  from  55-60,  67  men 
and  41  women  ;  from  60-70,  93  men  and  27  women  ;  and  from 
70-80,  33  men  and  3  women  ;  over  80,  3  men  and  1  woman.  See 
Table  No.  19. 

In  846  marriages  the  bride  was  older  than  the  groom  ;  805 
widowers  and  542  widows  were  remarried ;  125  men  and  168 
women  were  remarried  after  having  been  divorced  from  a  former 
marriage. 

Table  No.  20  exhibits  the  fact  that  4,664  men  and  4,865  women 
were  married  the  first  time;  that  873  men  and  719  women  were 
married  a  second  time  ;  that  110  men  and  63  women  were  united  in 
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a  third  marriage  ;  while  17  men  and  10  women  contracted  marriage 
a  fourth  time. 

The  three  oldest  grooms  were  all  81  years  of  age.  The  bride  in 
one  of  these  marriages  was  60,  in  another  46,  and  in  the  third  only 
39  years  old. 

The  oldest  bride  was  86  years  old  and  the  man  who  became  her 
husband  was  36  years  old. 

In  5  marriages  the  groom  was  only  17  years  of  age,  and  the 
returns  show  that  in  each  of  two  counties,  one  girl  became  a  wife 
at  the  age  of  12  years.  One  of  the  grooms  in  these  two  marriages 
was  23  and  the  other  31  years  old. 
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No.  21. 

1892,  as  Returned  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Several  Counties. 
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TABLE   No.   22. 

Divorces  by  Causes,  the  Sex  of  Libellants,  and  the  Number  of 

Years  Married,  1892. 


Causes. 
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Adultery 

Adultery  and  desertion 

Extreme  cruelty 

Extreme  cruelty  and  intoxication 

Desertion 

Desertion  and  intoxication 

Desertion  and  extreme  cruelty .  — 

Desertion  and  failure  to  support 

Desertion  and  cruel  and  abusive  treat- 
ment      .   

Desertion,  cruel  and  abusive  treatment 
and  intoxication • 

Intoxication 

Intoxication  and  failure  to  support 

Cruel  and  abusive  treatment 

Cruel  and  abusive  treatment  and  adul- 
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extreme  cruelty 
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Failure  to  support 

Failure  to  support,  cruel  and  abusive 
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Nullity  of  marriage 

No  cause  reported 
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NOTES  ON  DIVORCES. 

Five  hundred  and  fifty  two  divorces  were  decreed  in  the  year 
1892,  and  this  is  at  the  rate  of  not  quite  one  divorce  to  every  ten 
marriages  solemnized  within  the  same  year. 

Some  of  the  causes  for  which  divorce  were  granted  are  :  adultery, 
70,  or  12.6  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number ;  extreme  cruelty,  14,  or 
2.5  per  cent.  ;  desertion,  181,  or  32  7  per  cent.  ;  intoxication,  82, 
or  14.8  per  cent.  ;  cruel  and  abusive  treatment,  115,  or  20.8  per 
cent.  ;  failure  to  support,  17,  or  3  per  cent.  The  other  divorces 
were  granted  for  multiple  or  associated  causes. 

The  wife  was  the  libellant  in  410  divorces,  and  the  husband  in 
142. 

In  the  divorces  granted  for  adultery,  the  husband  was  the  libel- 
lant 47  times  and  the  wife  23  times. 

On  account  of  extreme  cruelty,  the  wife  was  the  libellant  in  all 
of  the  14  cases. 

For  desertion,  the  husband  was  the  libellant  62  times  and  the 
wife  119. 

For  intoxication,  the  husband  was  the  libellant  in  4  cases,  and 
the  wife  in  78. 

For  cruel  and  abusive  treatment,  the  husband  was  libellant  in  23 
instances,  and  the  wife  in  92. 

For  failure  to  support,  the  wife  was  libellant  in  the  17  divorces 
decreed  for  that  cause. 

Two  divorces  were  granted  before  the  married  life  had  lasted  6 
months  ;  3  before  one  year  ;  132  after  from  1  to  5  years  marriage  ; 
175  after  from  5  to  10  years;  161  after  10  to  20  years;  58  after 
20  to  30  years  ;  and  23  after  more  than  30  years  married  life. 
Tables  No.  21  and  22  may  be  consulted  for  more  detailed  state- 
ments. 
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TABLE 

Shows  the  Number  of  Deaths  !n  the  State  and  in 


Causes  of  Death. 
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All  causes 

Specified  causes 

Classes. 

I. — Zymotic  diseases . 

II. — Parasitic  diseases 

III. — Dietetic  diseases 

IV. — Constitutional  diseases 

V.  — Developmental  diseases 

VI.— Local  diseases 

VII.— Deaths  from  violence 

VIII.— Deaths  from  ill-defined  causes 

Groups. 

I.— 1.  Infectious  diseases — 

2.  Specific  neoplastic  diseases , 
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4.  Zoogenous  diseases 

5.  Septic  diseases 

II. — 1.  Parasitic  diseases 

III.— 1.  Dietetic  diseases 
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V. — 1.  Developmental  diseases 

VI.— I.  Diseases  of  nervous  system 
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No.  23. 

Each  County,  Arranged  by  Classes  and  Groups. 
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TABLE  No.  23— Continued. 
Deaths  by  Classes  and  Groups. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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I.— Zymotic. 
1.  Infectious  diseases. 
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Chicken-pox  
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TABLE  No.  23-Continued. 
Deaths  by  Classes  and  Groups. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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II. — Parasitic. 

Totals 

Thrush 

Hydatids 

Intestinal  parasites  ... 
Other     parasitic      dis 

III.— Dietetic. 

Totals 

Starvation 

Malnutrition       of      in- 
fants   

Scurvy  

Pickets 

Alcoholism 

IV. — Constitutional. 

Totals 

Rheumatism 

Gout 

Cancer,  gastric 

Cancer,  mammary 

Cancer,  uterine 
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Purpura,    hemorrhagic 
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Diabetes  mellitus 

Other      constitutional 
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V.— Developmental. 
Totals 

Still -horn 
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TABLE   No.  23-Continued. 
Deaths  by  Classes  and  Groups. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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VI.— Local. 

1.  Diseases  of  the  nerv- 
ous system. 
Totals 

Inflammation  of  brain  or 
membranes 

Apoplexy 

Softening  of  brain 

Hemiplegia 

Paralysis  agitans    

Paralysis 

Hydrocephalus        (not 
acute) 

Insanity 

Brain,    other    diseases 
of 

Chorea 

Epilepsy . .   

Convulsions 

Laryngismus       stridu- 
lus  

Spinal  meningitis 

Myelitis 

Paraplegia 

Locomotor  ataxia 

Other  diseases  of  spinal 
cord 

Other  diseases  of  nerv- 
ous system 

VI. — 2.  Diseases  of  organs 
of  special  sense. 

Totals 

Diseases  of  the  ear 

Epistaxis  and  diseases  of 

nose 

Diseases  of  the  eye 

VI. — 3.  Circulatory  sys- 
tem. 
Totals 

Endocarditis 

Valvular     diseases     of 
heart ... 

Hypertrophy  of  heart  . . . 

Pericarditis 

Diseases    of    heart,   un- 
specified   

Angina  pectoris 

Syncope 

Aneurism 

Senile  gangrene 

Embolism,  thrombosis. 

Phlebitis 

Others,  circulatory  sys- 
tem  


Pi   H    03-2 

£  cs  a     £ 
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1,570 

236 

488 

62 

16 

3 

305 

22 

85 

104 

1 

40 

113 

2 

9 

7 
6 
9 

29 

33 


895 
12 

102 
26 
16 

625 

35 

1 

6 

44 
18 


10 


95 

16 

26 
10 


10 

1 

6 


1 

10 


54 
2 

9 

1 

34 
9. 
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19 


47 
95 
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42 

2 

5 

30 


4 
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146 
4 

11 

6 


99 
4 


2 

10 
8 


n 

6 

U 

4 


14 

1 

1 


20 


1 
1 

18 


65 

9 
26 


L6 

1 
5 


41 
1 

6 

1 

26 


218 

29 

54 

6 

1 

2 

32 

2 

49 

14 


11 

7 


114 

13 

5 

84 
5 


82 

13 
24 

1 

17 

6 
2 


43 

2 

2 
1 


33 
3 


49 

5 

18 

2 

3 


41 


24 
2 


86 

8 

25 

9 

6 

18 
1 


37 
1 

5 

3 


20 
5 


140 

25 

41 

6 

1 

1 

33 

1 
3 

10 


1 
12 


94 
1 


71 
3 


27 

3 
4 

9 


17 


48 

4 
17 

1 

10 

1 
9 


28 
3 


24 

1 


59 

6 

17 

2 

1 


45 


31 


62 

5 

20 

4 


I'.i 
1 

9 


53 
1 

10 

1 

36 

9 


80 

14 

30 
1 


20 


42 


25 
2 


203 

33 
71 

6 


39 

1 
4 


6 
21 

1 
1 

1 
2 

4 
5 


14 
3 

1 

62 
3 


3 
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TABLE   No.  23-Continued. 
Deaths  by  Classes  and   Groups. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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VI.— 4.  Respiratory 
system. 

Totals 

Laryngitis 

Other  diseases  of  larynx 

and  trachea 

Emphysema,  asthma 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy  — 

Other  diseases  of  respira- 
tory system 

VI ; — 5.  Digestive  system. 
Totals 

Diseases  of  the  mouth. . . 

Dyspepsia 

Gastric  ulcer 

Haematemesis 

Gastritis 

Other        diseases        of 
stomach 

Enteritis 

Ulceration  of  Intestines. 

Stricture  and  strangula- 
tion of  intestines 

Intussusception  of  intes- 
tines  

Hernia 

Other   obstructive    dis- 
eases of  intestines 

_F  lSLLll£t  •••    ••••••■••'    ••••• 

Peritonitis 

Appendicitis,  etc 

Ascites 

Gallstones 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Hepatitis 

Jaundice 

Other  diseases  of  liver. . . 
Other  diseases  of  digest- 
ive sy  stem 

VI. — 6.  Lymphatics,    etc. 

Totals 

Diseases  of  lymphatics. . 
Diseases  of  the  spleen... 

Bronchocele   

Addison's  disease 


1,796 
12 


27 

287 

1,431 

18 

21 


659 


11 

26 
4 

89 

29 

66 

5 


10 
14 

39 


129 
14 
8 
12 
13 
25 
12 
76 


122 


4 
24 

88 
5 


1 

5 

10 


1 

11 

42 

3 


26 
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3 

47 

213 

2 

10 


80 


2 

7 
1 
5 

1 


17 
5 


43 


12 
31 


21 

1 


93 


1 
II 

7;  i 


32 


1 
2 

1 
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1 

40 
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1 


72 


11 
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3 

16 

85 
1 
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1 


20 


1 

2 
2 

7 
13 
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3 
1 

1 

2 

12 
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1 


72 


27 
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35 
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1 


2 

21 
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2 
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2 

2 
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1 
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12 
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1 

4 

10 

1 
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52 


40 
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3 


33 
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1 
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1 
14 

1 
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1 
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1 
1 

2 
1 
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TABLE   No.   23-Continued. 
Deaths  by  Classes  and  Groups. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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-7.  Urinary  sj'stem. 
Totals 

Nephritis 

Bright's    disease,    albu- 
minuria   

Uraemia . 

Suppression  of  urine 

Calculus 

Stricture  — 

Hsematuria 

Diseases  of  bladder  and 
prostate 

Other  diseases  of  urinary 
system .*. 


VI. — 8.  Organs  of  genera- 
tion. 

Totals 

Ovarian  disease 

Diseases  of    uterus    and 

appendages 

Paramenia 

Pelvic  abscess 

Perineal  abscess 

Diseases  of  male  organs 

of  generation 

VI. — 9.  Accidents  and  dis 
eases  of  reproduction. 
Totals 

Abortion,  miscarriage... 

Puerperal  mania 

Puerperal  convulsions  . . 

Placenta  prasvia 

Puerperal  hemorrhage    . 

Phlegmasia  dolens 

Other  accidents  of  repro 
duction —  , 


VI. 


-10.  Osseous  system, 
Totals 


Diseases  of  the  joints 
Diseases  of  the  bones.. , 
Other  diseases   


Integument. 


VI.— 11 
Totals 

Carbuncle 

Phlegmon,  cellulitis 

Ulcer,  bed-sore 

Other  diseases  of  integu- 
ment   


403 
61 

204 

37 

6 

3 


51 
39 


30 
9 

10 
2 

9 


69 
9 
1 

12 

1 

8 


38 
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19 

5 
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12 

1 


22 
~5 

8 
1 


19 

1 


20 
1 

10 
5 
3 


12 

3 

4 
o 


18 
5 

5 

1 
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1 
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11 
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TABLE  No.  23-Concluded. 
Deaths  by  Classes  and  Groups. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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TIL— Death  from 
Violence. 
1.  Accident,    negligence 

or  doubtful 

Totals 

Fracture,  contusion 

Falling 

Gunshot  wounds 

Railway  injuries 

Cuts 

Burns  and  scalds 

Poison  

Drowning 

Suffocation 

Various 

Lost  at  sea 

VII.— 2.  Homicide. 

Totals 

Murder,  manslaughter  .. 

VII.— 3.  Suicide. 

Totals 

Gunshot  wounds 

Cut,  stab 

Poison 

Drowning 

Hanging 

Otherwise  

VIII.  —  Deaths    from,  ill- 
defined  causes. 
Totals 

Heart  failure 

Dropsy 

Debility,  exhaustion 

Atrophy  and  inanition... 

Mortification 

Tumor 

Abscess 

Hemorrhage 

Sudden,   (cause  unascer- 
tained)   

Not     specified     or     ill- 
defined 


_ 

376 

24 

17 

57 

12 

IS 

32 

21 

14 

19 

47 

10 

15 

17 

13 

23 

20 
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- 

2 

3 

3 

- 

- 
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1 

2 
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— 
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1 
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2 
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6 

8 

11 
1 
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4 

10 

12 
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3 

6 
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5 
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35 
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28 
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4 

14 

2 
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15 
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TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Special 


The  State  and  Counties. 


o 
cr. 
oo 


•  rH 

o 

.1-1 
*-> 


M 
O 


a 

CO 


03 

tp 

a; 


© 

a 

CO 


«2 

5 
-£  d 

r— '    rt 

as 


03 
•r-i 
4-i 


o 
En 


c3 

a 

•H       • 

Q.03 
03  4J 

P  bC 


Maine 

Androscoggin 

Aroostook 

Cumberland 

Franklin 

Hancock 

Kennebec  

Knox 

Lincoln , 

Oxford 

Penobscot 

Piscataquis 

Sagadahoc  

Somerset 

Waldo 

Washington 

York '. 

Androscogoin  County 

Auburn 

Durham 

East  Livermore 

Greene  

Leeds 

Lewiston 

Lisbon  

Livermore 

Minot 

Poland  

Turner 

Wales 

Webster 


661,086 

- 

29 

36 

212 

9 

38 

48,968 

- 

5 

3 

18 

- 

4 

49,589 

- 

2 

1 

22 

- 

1 
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- 

3 

4 

30 

4 

5 
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- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 
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- 

- 
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17 

- 
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- 
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1 

16 
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1 
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- 
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- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

1 
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- 

1 

3 

11 

- 

5 

16,134 

- 

2 

- 

7 

- 

- 

19,452 

- 

- 

3 

5 

1 

1 
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3 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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- 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

2 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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No.   24. 

Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 
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61 

8 

1 

30 

8 

4 

15 
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- 
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4 
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12 
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*  Including  31  deaths  from  "fever,"  "gastric  fever,"  "bilious  fever,"  etc. 
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TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Special 


County  and  Towns. 
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Aroostook  County 

Amity 

Ashland 

Bancroft 

Benedicta 

Blaine 

Bridgewater 

Caribou 

Dyer  Brook 

Easton 

Fort  Fairfield 

Fort  Kent 

Frenchville 

Grand  Isle 

Haynesville , 

Hersey 
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No,  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Continued. 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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No*  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  from  Infectious  Diseases. 
COUNTY— Concluded. 
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Causes,  Mostly  from  Infectious  Diseases. 
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Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Continued. 
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Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 
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TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Special 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 


Sh 
CD 
> 
CD 

«w 

-3 

•f-t 
o 

ft 

CO 

e3 

03 

ft 

•pH 

GO 
S-i 

CD 

> 
CD 

ft 

© 

ft 

Septicaemia, 
non-puerperal. 

03 

N 

<D 

S 
CO 

P 

8 

f-> 

a 

•i— i 

Q 

S-f 

o 

a 

c3 

<D 

H 

o 

r-i 

5 

fl3 

8 

r-l 
(3 
■i— 1 

xl 
cd 

. — 1 

•H 
4^ 
r< 

03 

SH 

rt 

M 

GO 

•rH 

GO 

•H 

+2 

H 

ft 

GO      . 

o  a 

P-H   . 

H  o 

© 

GO 

03 

CD 
GO 

•rH 

•rH 
rH 

c5 

rH 

c» 

o3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

7 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 
1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

• 

1 

_ 

- 

2 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 
1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 
1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

5 

12 

3 

3 

- 

1 

7 

52 

2 

i 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

5 

1 
19 

1 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

132 


REGISTRATION    REPORT , 


TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Special 

SAGADAHOC 


Countv  and  Towns. 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— CONCLUDED. 
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County  and  Towns. 
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No.  24— Continued. 

Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— CONCLUDED. 
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TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Special 
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Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 
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No.  24— Continued. 
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No.  24— Concluded. 

Causes,  Mostly  Infectious  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Certain 


County  and  Towns. 
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No.  25— Continued. 

Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 
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TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Certain 
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No.  25— Continued. 

Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Continued. 
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REGISTRATION    REPORT. 


TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Certain 

AROOSTOOK 


County  and  Towns. 
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No.  25— Gontinued. 

Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Certain 
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No.  25— Continued. 

Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Certain 

FRANKLIN 
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No.  25— Continued. 

Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 

COUNTY— CONCLU  OED. 
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No.  25— Continued. 
Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 
COUNTY— Concluded. 


x 

03 

a 
o 


o 

m 
S3 
•/. 

83 
03 
/. 


P 

03 
03 
02 


2  73 

h  O 

03  f> 

+3  03 

O  p 


03 

<D 
03 
C3 
03 
00 


O 

P 
03 


03 

• 

«w 

/-H 

35   b-, 

03  r> 

3  o 

P 

03 

03 
03 

O    • 
a>  3 

be  . 

+3 

03 
.1  ■    P*i 

0   73 

!•  03 
03  4j 

c3  m 

<«  P 

o  o 

m 

•iH 
+3 

•H 

<— < 

o 

p 
o 

^  P<  s 

,P  "  OQ 

03? 
03  03 

r/!  SB 

ight's  d 
d  nephn 

her  dise 
inary  sy 

03  03 

•iH 

■2p 

*8 

03 

S 

•H 
O 
03 

< 

OOsi 

ss 

W  § 

oS 

H  O 

03  0/ 

03 

o 


1 

.") 

3 

1 

1 


41 


74 


So 


140 


21 


21 


19 


47 


15 


25 
1 
1 
4 


1 

29 
3 


40 
3 

1 


11 
1 


17 
3 


12 


166 


REGISTRATION    REPORT. 


TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Certain 

PENOBSCOT 


County  and  Towns. 


o 

CO 


C 


o 


02 

o 

d  cu 

•*3 

CD 

©       • 
•r-i    0) 

a 

O  03 

£ 

M 

J3  CD 

CD  X 

05 

»r-l 
+3 

C3 

G    '73 

oS 

^S 
CD'S 

0 

^    CU 

3 

o  ° 

CD 

*3r-t 

^    TJ1 

CO 

be 

.   a 

o 

53.2 

3 

0) 

d 

03 

S3  S 

03 

°  d 

< 

O^ 

ti 

Q 

OS 

o 

OS 

C 

2  <» 

5  CD 

2  ^  F 

H.ri  jl 

••*  •<— t  P 

p  d 


Corinna 

Corinth 

Dexter 

Dixmont 

Edclington 

Edinburg 

Enfield 

Etna 

Exeter 

Garland 

Glenburn 

Greenbush 

Greenfield 

Hampden 

Hermon 

Holden 

Howland 

Hudson 

Kenduskeag 

Kingman 

Lagrange 

Lee 

Levant 

Lincoln  

Lowell 

Mattamiscontis.. 
Mattawamkeag.. 
Maxfield 


1,207 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1,154 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

2,732 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

6 

3 

919 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

729 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

54 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

769 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

646 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

939 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

973 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

583 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

659 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

231 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,484 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

o 

- 

1,282 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

609 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

171 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

510 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

536 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

671 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

721 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

929 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

880 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1,756 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

439 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

47 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

633 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

134 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

DEATHS    FROM    CERTAIN    DISEASES. 


167 


No.  25— Continued. 

Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Continued. 
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TABLE 

Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Certain 
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No.  25— Continued. 

Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 

COUNT  Y—CONCLU  OED. 
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TSo.  25— Continued. 

Diseases  and  Groups  of  Diseases. 

COUNTY— Concluded. 
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TABLE 
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Deaths  in  Each  Town  from  Certain 
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Notes  on  Deaths  and  the  Causes  of  Death. 

Death-Rates. — In  the  year  1892,  12,147  deaths  were  registered 
in  the  State,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  18.37  for  every 
1,000  of  population  as  returned  by  the  census  of  1890.  Based  on 
the  estimated  population  for  1892,  the  death  rate  would  be  18.30. 

By  referring  to  Table  No.  2,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  death-rate  of 
Aroostook  county  was  lower  than  that  of  any  other  county,  being 
only  12.48,  while  the  older  counties,  Cumberland,  Kennebec,  and 
York  show  death-rates  of  20.28,  22  32,  and  22.20  respectively. 

The  death-rate  in  the  cities  was  20.46  as  compared  with  that  of 
the  rest  of  the  State  with  the  cities  substracted,  which  death-rate 
was  17.46. 

Death-Rates  Compared. — For  the  year  1892  the  death-rate  of 
Maine  was  18.37;  of  New  Hampshire,  20  88;  of  Massachusetts, 
20.57  ;  of  Connecticut,  19.  The  average  death-rate  in  some  Euro- 
pean countries  for  the  five  years,  1887-91,  was  as  follows  :  England 
and  Wales,  19  0;  Ireland,  18.0;  France,  21.9;  German  Empire, 
23.9  ;  Holland,  20.3  :  Denmark,  19.1  ;  Norway,  17.1  ;  and  for  the 
years  1887-90,  Sweden,  16.3  ;  Hungary,  32. 

In  comparing  the  death-rate  of  one  place  with  that  of  another 
one  should  be  cautious  in  drawing  conclusions.  Besides  salubrity 
or  insalubrity  of  climate,  other  circumstances  influence  death-rates, 
particularly  age,  sex,  social  condition,  and  occupation. 

Season  and  Mortality. — The  largest  number  of  deaths  occurred 
in  January,  1,577,  and  February  and  March  followed  with  a  dimin- 
ishing mortality,  1,292  and  1,095  deaths  respectively. 

The  smallest  number  of  deaths  in  any  one  month  was  790  in 
November,  and  December  followed  with  an  increase  of  only  3  over 
the  preceding  month. 

In  the  first  two  months  of  the  year,  there  were  2,867  deaths  to 
compare  with  1 ,583  in  the  last  two  months. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  3,964  deaths  occurred,  and  in  the 
last  quarter,  2,427. 

In  the  first  quarter  there  were  3,964  deaths. 
"       second         "  tl  2,926       " 

third  kt  "  2,780       " 

^       last  'k  "  2,427       k' 
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It  is  thus  shown  that,  in  the  second  quarter,  there  was  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  deaths  by  more  than  one  thousand  and  in  the 
two  succeeding  quarters  a  smaller  diminution  in  the  mortality. 

This  excessive  fatality  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  represents 
apparently,  not  a  normal  or  customary  late- winter  and  early-spring 
death-rate  in  the  State,  but  was  due  mostly,  and  perhaps  wholly, 
to  the  wide-spread  prevalence  of  epidemic  influenza,  and  its  accom- 
paniments and  sequels. 

In  our  State  the  lack  of  the  registration  of  deaths  for  all  pre- 
ceding time,  deprives  us  of  the  means  of  comparing  the  mortality 
of  this  year,  1892,  with  that  of  other  years  ;  but  turning  to  the 
registration  reports  of  our  sister  New  England  States  we  are  told 
in  that  of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1892  : 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  January  and  in  the 
first  quarter,  and  the  least  number  in  June  and  the  last  quarter. 
It  also  appears  that,  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  reported  as 
from  the  acute  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  bronchitis,  pneu- 
monia and  pleuritis.  more  than  27  per  cent,  occurred  in  January; 
and  of  the  deaths  as  having  been  absolutely  caused  by  influenza, 
more  than  59  per  cent    were  reported  as  occurring  in  January. 

During  the  twenty-two  years,  1871-1892,  the  quarterly  moitality 
has  been  largest  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  only  thrice, — 1879, 
1890,  and  1892. 

The  report  for  Connecticut  for  the  same  year  says  that,  "the 
greatest  mortality  was  registered  in  January  and  reached  1,986. 
This  was  caused  by  the  return  of  the  epidemic  la  grippe,  and  a 
very  large  mortality  from  acute  diseases  of  the  lungs  " 

It  appears  not  far  from  the  truth  to  affirm  that  the  epidemic  of 
influenza  (la  grippe)  cost  this  State  1,000  lives  in  1892,  and  raised 
the  recorded  death-rate  corespondingly. 

Sex  and  Mortality. — Of  the  12,147  decedents,  5,939  were 
males  and  6,175  were  females.     The  sex  of  33  was  unstated. 

Among  children  dying  before  they  were  five  years  old,  1,320 
were  males  and  1,058  fema'es  ;  on  the  contrary,  at  all  the  age 
periods  from  10  to  100  years  and  over,  there  was  a  preponderance 
-of  female  deaths,  with  the  exception  of  the  period  70-80  years. 
See  Table  No.   26. 

Age  and  Mortality. — The  following  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
which  occurred  within  each  age  period,  and  the  percentage  which 
the  deaths  in  each  period  bears  to  the  whole  number  of  deaths : 
Under    1        year    of  age  1,706=14.04  per  cent. 
From     1-5    years  of  age      672=  5.53       " 
k<        5-10     "         "  262=   2.15       " 
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From  10-20  years  of  age     592=  4  87  per  eeni 
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751=   6.18 

777=  6.39 

1,004=  8.26 

1,498=12.33 

2,033=16.73 

1,506=12  39 
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111=   0.91 

The  reader  of  these  numbers  and  percentages  will  note  the  great 
mortality  at  the  two  extremes  of  life,  but  this  mere  fact  is  not  sur- 
prising. He  will,  however,  see  that  the  proportionate  number  of 
deaths  of  aged  people  is  large,  To  il  ustrate  this  the  following 
arrangement  will  serve  to  compare  Maine  with  Massachusetts  as 
regards  the  percentage  of  deaths  at  seve  al  age  periods  : 
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This  comparison  brings  out  sharply  the  relatively  large  number 
of  deaths  of  aged  persons  in  Maine. 

Does  this  indicate  a  superior  degree  of  healthfulness  in  the 
State?  An  explanation  of  only  a  part  of  the  difference  is  to 
be  sought  in  that  direction  Is  it  attributable  to  the  influence 
of  the  epidemic  of  influenza  and  its  accompanying  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  organs  which  proved  so  fatal  to  the  aged  part 
of  the  population?  The  death-rate  from  influenza  was  consid- 
erably greater  in  Maine  than  in  Massachusetts,  but  the  combined 
death-rate  from  influenza,  pneumonia,  and  bronchitis  in  Maine 
exceeded  that  in  Massachusetts  only  as  37  to  36. 

It  is  likely  that  the  proportionately  large  number  of  deaths 
among  the  aged  in  our  State  is  due  in  some  measure  to  the 
fact  that,  for  years,  the  emigration  of  young  men  and  young 
women  from  Maine  to  the  Western  States  and  to  the  larger  cities 
of  New  England  has  been  large.     A  proportionately  larger  number 
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of  elderly  persons  are  therefore  left  to  swell  the  relative  death-rate 
of  the  aged  and  consequently  the  general  death-rate. 

Infantile  Death-Rates. — In  the  comparison  with  Massachusetts 
it  will  be  noted  that  the  percentage  of  the  deaths  of  children,  when 
compared  with  the  total  mortality,  is  relatively  small.  Now,  since 
infants  are  easily  affected  by  noxious  influences,  particularly,  insa- 
lubrity of  climate  and  insanitary  conditions  of  domiciles,  the 
infantile  death-rate  of  a  country,  a  State,  or  a  city  is  often  taken 
as  an  index  of  the  healthfulness  of  the  place.  With  due  precau- 
tions against  error  it  may  be  so  used. 

The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  dying  in  each 
1,000  of  total  population  was  2  5  in  Maine  and  4.7  in  Massachu- 
setts. The  death  rate  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  was  3.5 
in  Maine  and  6.8  in  Massachusetts. 

But  a  much  less  crude,  and  a  more  trustworthy  method  of  getting 
the  death-rate  for  any  given  age  period  is,  not  to  base  it  upon  the 
general  population,  but  upon  the  number  of  persons  living  at  the 
particular  age-period.  As  the  population  by  ages  at  the  last  cen- 
sus is  not  available,  it  is  here  assumed  that  the  age  distribution  of 
the  population  of  our  State  differed  but  little  in  1890  from  that  in 
1880.  In  the  following  table  the  death-rates  of  Maine  and  of 
Massachusetts  in  1892  are  based  upon  the  estimated  number  in  each 
state  of  persons  living  at  the  four  different  age-periods  : 


States. 

Death-rate 

under 

1  year. 

Death-rate 

under 

5  years. 

Death-rate 

20-50 

years. 

Death-rate 
60-90  years. 

130.22 

216.80 

36.63 
64.93 

9.17 
11.26 

70.26 

67.95 

Thus  the  table  indicates  that,  among  each  1,000  infants  living 
in  the  State  of  Maine  in  1892,  a  little  over  130  died,  and  in  Massa- 
chusetts, out  of  1,000  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  216  died. 
In  like  manner  the  death-rates  of  children  from  the  time  of  birth 
until  the  fifth  year,  of  persons  from  twenty  to  fifty  years  of  age, 
and  of  those  sixty  years  and  upward,  are  compared. 

The  Causes  of  Death. — Of  the  12,509  deaths,  including  still- 
births, and  premature  births,  the  cause  of  11,849  was  certified,  leav- 
ing 660  of  which  the  cause  of  death  was  unspecified  or  so  ill-defined 
as  to  preclude  satisfactory  classification. 
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By  referring  to  Table  No.  23,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  causes  of 
death  ore  arranged  under  eight  ''Classes,"  and  that  the  causes  of 
death  in  some  of  the  classes  are  distributed  under  several  "Groups."' 
The  following  notes  on  some  of  the  classes  and  groups  of  diseases- 
and  individual  causes  of  death  will  be  arranged  in  accordance  with 
the  classification  shown  in  this  Table  23  and  the  classification  of  the 
causes  of  death  shown  in  the  latter  part  of  this  report. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  number  of  diseases  under  this  class 
in  Table  23  is  largely  increased  by  including  tuberculosis  in  its 
various  forms,  and  syphilis  under  the  group  :  SpeciGc  Neoplastic 
Diseases. 

The  death-rate  from  the  zymotic  diseases,  as  well  as  the  infantile 
death-rate,  is  much  used  as  an  index  of  the  healthfulness  of  states 
and  municipalities,  and  of  the  efficiency  of  their  sanitary  organiza- 
tions. Applying  it  as  a  sanitary  yardstick  to  our  State,  its  various 
counties,  and  its  cities,  is  an  interesting  diversion,  and  extended 
over  a  series  of  years  will  give  results  of  value.  The  following 
shows  the  death-rate  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  to  wit : 
Small-pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  whooping  cough, 
diphtheria  and  croup,  and  the  diarrhoeal  diseases  : 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATES. 
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Small  pox    

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Typhoid  fever 

Whooping  cough 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

Diarrhoea]  diseases 

Totals 

Zymotic  death  rate  per  10,000 


- 

- 

2 

3 

324 

11,540 

93 

'29 

26 

88 

69 

13,314 

18,495 

9,472 

36 

29 

669 

174 

6,574 

8,953 

7,268 

286 

153 

S27 

273 

5,415 

22,454 

6,696 

54 

26 
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85 

12,621 ; 
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14,636 

212 

217 

1,455 

562 

8,289 

21,122 

41,917 

662 

459 

3,728 

1,023 

21,624 

100,189 

32,102 

1,279 

;iin 

7.IH7 

2,189 

68,166 

193,377 

112,184 

19.34 

24.56 

31.34 

30.33 

23.96 

64.52 

37.92 

10,505 
12,718 
13,230 
12,872 
23,196 
31,326 
32,933 

136,780 

57.63 
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SEVEN  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  BY  COUNTIES. 
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Aroostook.. . 
Cumberland 
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Lincoln 

Oxford 

Penobscot. .. 
Piscataquis  . 
Sagadahoc  .. 
Somerset ..  . 

Waldo 

Washington. 
York 
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48,968 
49,589 
90,949 
17,053 
37,312 
57,012 
31,473 
21,990 
30,586 
72,865 
16,134 
19,452 
32,627 
27,759 
44,482 
62,829 


148 

142 

174 

25 

38 

145 

55 

16 

35 

105 

25 

28 

41 

29 

83 
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661,086 


1,279 


30.22 
28.63 
19.13 
14.66 
10.18 
25.43 
17.47 
7.27 
11.44 
14.41 
15.48 
14.38 
12.56 
10.44 
18.65 
30.24 


19.34 


The  foregoing  shows  that  the  zymotic  death-rates  of  the  several 
counties  differ  much  more  widely  than  their  general  death-rates, 
as  exhibited  in  Table  No.  2  ;  and  the  following  table,  giving  the 
zymotic  death-rates  of  our  cities,  shows  still  more  widely  diverg- 
ing death-rates  from  the  same  class  of  diseases.  Tf  the  zymotic 
death-rate  of  the  State  as  a  whole  is  flattering,  that  of  some  of 
our  manufacturing  cities  is  far  from  being  so. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  BY  CITIES. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Of  the  diseases  placed  in  this  group, 
none  had  an  unusual  prevalence  with  the  exception  of  influenza. 

Small-Pox. — No  death  occurred  as  the  result  of  this  disease. 

Measles. — This  disease  caused  the  death  of  29  persons  of  whom 
14  were  males  and  15  females.  All  but  three  of  the  decedents 
were  children  under  ten  years   of  age. 

Ages:  Under  1,  10;  1-5,  8;  5-10,  7;  40-50,  1;  60-70,  1;  not  stated,  1. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  there  were  14  deaths;  in  the 
second,  10;  in  the  third,  4;  in  the  last,  1.  Ten  of  the  deaths 
were  in  cities.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  in  any  county  was 
5  each  in  Androscoggin  and  Kennebec.  The  largest  number  in  any 
one  place  was  5,  in  Auburn. 

Per  10,000  of  population,  the  death-rate  for  the  State  was  0.43. 
In  some  countries  the  mortality  from  measles  is  large  ;   For  the  five 
years,  1887-91,  Italy,  6.17;  France   (cities)   5.18;  Erig'and,  4.68; 
Prussia,  3.20.     In  Massachusetts  (1886-90)  it  was  1  10.. 

Scarlet-Fever. — The  total  mortality  from  this  disease  was  36, — 
11  males  and  25  females.  All  but  five  of  the  decedents  were 
under  ten  years  of  age  ;  twenty-two  were  between  the  first  and  the 
fifth  years  of  age. 

Ages:  Under  1,  1;  1-5,  22;  5-10,  S;  10-20,  3;  20-30,  2, 

The  largest  number  was  in  January,  8.  There  were  16  deaths 
in  the  first  quarter,  11  in  the  second,  2  in  the  third,  and  7  in  the 
last  three  months.  Washington  county  had  7  deaths,  the  largest 
county  number.  Of  the  36  deaths  from  this  disease,  14  were  in 
the  cities. 

The  scarlatinal  death-rate  per  10,000  for  the  State  was  0.54  ;  for 
the  cities,  0.71  ;  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  for  the  same 
year  it  was,  respectively,  2  98  and  3.75  ;  for  New  Hampshire (1884- 
91),  0.79.  For  the  years  1887-91,  it  was,  in  England,  2.31  ;  France 
(cities),  3.10;  Prussia,  3.20;  Belgium,  1.62;  the  Netherlands, 
0.38;  Italy,  2.99. 

Influenza. — The  new  law  relating  to  the  registration  of  deaths, 
went  into  effect  in  the  midst  of  the  recurring  epidemic  of  the  win- 
ter of  1891-92.  During  the  calendar  year  for  which  this  report  is 
made,  755  deaths  from  influenza  (la  grippe)  were  registered.  Of 
the  total  number,  34.7  per  cent,  were  in  January,  28  4  percent,  in 
February,  13.5  per  cent,   in  March,  9  per  cent,  in  April,  5.9  per 
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cent,  in  May,  and   the  remaining  8  5  per    cent,    were    distributed 
through  the  other  seven  months. 

No  age  appears  to  have  been  wholly  exempt,  but  the  period  from 
5-10  years  had  the  nearest  approach  to  immunity.  The  following; 
gives  the  age  incidence  : 

Under    1        year,    71  50-60  years,    44 

26 
9 
18 
24 
20 

27  Total,  755 

The  severe  incidence  of  th;s  disease  on  the  aged  is  made  apparent 
in  the  foregoing  :  68  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  sixty 
years  of  age  or  older. 

The  influenza  death-rate  for  the  whole  State  was  11.43  for  each 
10,000  of  living  population.  For  the  cities  it  was  7.8  and  for  the 
remaining  towns  12  9  per  10,000.  In  Massachusetts  the  influenza 
death-rate  for  the  same  year  was  4.27;  in  Connecticut,  7.31;  in 
New  Hampshire,  8.65;  in  Vermont,  11.49.  Thus  compared,  the 
influenza  death-rate  of  Maine  was  more  serious  than  that  of  any 
of  these  other  New  England  States,  with  the  exception  of  Vermont. 
The  distribution  of  influenza  by  counties  and  months  is  shown  in. 
the  following : 
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Whooping-Cough. — The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to 
whooping-cough  was  54,  of  which  24  were  males  and  30  females. 
In  the  adjacent  counties,  Cumberland  and  York,  32  of  these  deaths 
occurred,  16  in  each.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  cities  was  30 ; 
there  were  15  in  Biddeford  and  7  in  Portland. 

Whooping-cough  caused  more  deaths  than  scarlet  fever  did  in 
the  year  1892.  It  is  a  disease  of  more  serious  import  than  the 
general  public  feels.  The  younger  children  should  be  guarded 
sedulously  against  the  contagion  of  whooping-cough,  for  the  follow- 
ing figures  will  confirm  the  general  observation  that  this  disease  is 
particularly  dangerous  in  the  early  months  and  the  first  year  of 
infancy. 

Ages:  Under  1  year,  36;  1-2  years,  8;  2-5  years,  7;  over  5  years,  3. 

None  of  the  children  were  six  years  of  age  ;  44  of  them  were 
less  than  two  years  old. 

The  death-rate  of  the  State  from  whooping-cough  was  0.81  per 
10,000  ;  that  of  the  cities,  1.53  ;  of  New  Hampshire  for  the  eight 
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years,  1884-91,  0.70  ;  of  Massachusetts  for  the  ten  years,  1881-90, 
1.28;  of  Connecticut,  for  the  ten  years,  1883-92,  1.18;  and  for 
the  five  years  1887-91,  in  England,  4.44;  in  Belgium,  6.06;  in 
Austria,  9.77. 

Diphtheria. — It  would  be  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  compare 
the  present  death-rate  from  diptheria  in  this  State,  with  that  of  ten 
or  a  dozen  years  ago.  It  is  believed  that  the  mortality  from  this 
disease  has  diminished.  For  this  statistical  year  there  were  106 
deaths.  Of  the  decedents,  50  were  males  and  56  females.  All  but 
five  of  them  were  under  twenty  years  of  age  ;  76  of  them  were  less 
than  ten  years  old. 

Ages:  Under  1,  7;  1-5,  38:  5-10,  31;  10-20,  25;  20-30,  2;  30-40,  2;  50-60,  1. 

Of  the  106  deaths,  44  were  in  the  cities,  and  62  in  other  places. 
The  diphtheria  death-rate  for  the  State  was  1.60,  and  for  the  cities, 
2.24.  The  average  diphtheria  death-rate  per  10,000  for  New 
Hampshire  (1884-91)  was  3  90;  for  Massachusetts  (1881-90),  6  10; 
for  Connecticut  (1883-92),  5  56.  See  Croup  for  combined  death- 
rate  . 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  deaths  from  diphtheria  arranged 
by  counties  and  months  and  gives  the  death-rate  in  each  county  : 
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1.23 
2.05 
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0.36 
3.37 
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Croup. — As  a  curious  coincidence,  the  number  of  deaths  from 
croup  was  the  same  as  that  for  diphtheria.  Ordinarily,  the  number 
of  deaths  from  croup  is  much  smaller  than  that  from  diphtheria. 
Of  the  mortality  from  the  two  diseases,  in  Massachusetts  (1876-9U), 
the  deaths  from  croup  formed  26  percent.,  and  that  from  diphtheria, 
74;  in  New  Hampshire  (1884-91)  from  croup  33  per  cent  ,  and 
from  diphtheria,  67  per  cent.  But  in  New  Hampshire,  in  1885, 
croup  caused  49  and  diphtheria  51  per  cent,  of  the  combined 
mortality. 

Of  the  106  decedents,  51  were  males  and  55  females.  As  with 
the  deaths  from  diphtheria,  so  with  croup,  all  but  five  were  of  per- 
sons under  twenty  years  of  age  :  98  were  less  than  ten  years  old. 

Ages:  Under  1,  24;  1-5,  60;  5-10,  14;  10-20,  3;  20-30,  2;  30-40,  2;  60-70,  1. 

The  death-rate  from  croup  was,  for  the  State,  1.60  ;  for  the  cities, 
2.55;  for  New  Hampshire  (1884-91),  1.94;  for  Massachusetts 
(1881-90),  2.53;  Connecticut  (1883-92),  2.23. 
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.The  distribution  of  croup  by  counties   and   months  is   shown   in 


the  following 
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In  statistical  reports  the  figures  for  croup  and  diphtheria  are 
often  combined,  for  it  is  now  generally  conceded  that  the  two 
diseases  are  etiologically  the  same.  The  combined  death-rate  for 
the  two  diseases  is,  for  Maine,  3.20  per  10,000  of  living  popula- 
tion ;  of  our  cities,  4.79;  for  New  Hampshire  (1884  90),  5.84; 
Massachusetts  (1881-90),  8.63;  Connecticut  (1883-92),  7.79; 
Prussia,  14  17;  Austria,  13.20;  France  (cities),  6  6Q  ;  Belgium, 
5.77;  Switzerland,  3.53;  England,  2  91  ;   Holland,  1.45. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. — The  number  of  decedents  was 
38,  20  males  and  18  females.  Twelve  of  the  deaths  were  in  York 
county;  11  were  in  the  cities.  Cases  occurred  in  every  month; 
distributed  by  quarters,  they  were  14,  11,9,  4.  The  disease  caused 
a  death-rate  of  0.57. 

Ages:  Under  1,  11;  1-5,  5;  5-10,  J:   L0-20,  5;  20-30,  5;  30-40,  5;  40-50,  2;  50-6(1,  1. 
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Tetanus — It  caused  7  deaths,  5  males  and  2  females.  All  these 
deaths  occurred  from  April  to  October, — the  months  of  bare  ground. 
No  county  had  more  than  one  case,  save  Kennebec,  with  two. 

Ages:  5-10,  2;  10-20,  2;  20-30,  3040,  and  40-50,  each,  1. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Including  31  deaths  from  ''fever, "  "gastric 
fever,"  "bilious  fever,"  and  "infantile  fever,"  there  were  286 
deaths  from  typhoid  fever.  Of  these  deaths  166  were  of  males  and 
120  of  females.  The  age  distribution  of  the  decedents  shows  that 
the  loss  from  disease  is  principally  from  those  active  and  produc- 
tive age  periods  when  human  lives  are  of  the  greatest  value  to  the 
State  ;  77  per  cent,  died  between  10  and  50  years  of  age. 

Ages:  Under  1,  11;  1-5,  7:  5-10,  15;  10-20,  86;  20-30,  91;  30-40,  27;  40-50,  17;  50-60,  12;  60-70, 

8;  70-80,  8;  over  80,  2;  not  stated,  2. 

The  largest  number  of  deaths,  50,  occurred  in  October,  and  the 
smallest  number,  10,  in  April.  By  quarters,  42  were  in  the  first, 
47  in  the  second,  85  in  the  third,  and  112  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year. 

The  typhoid  death-rate  of  5.71  in  the  cities  is  considerably 
greater  than  that  of  the  villages  and  rural  towns  which  is  3  74. 
The  rate  for  the  State  is  4.32.  The  typhoid  death-rate  in  some 
other  places  is:  New  Hampshire,  4.13;  Massachusetts,  4.40; 
Connecticut,  3.79;  England,  1.90;  Ireland,  2.33;  Prussia,  2.26  ; 
Sweden,  2.22,  France  (cities),  5.32;  Italy,  5.32. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  deaths  from  typhoid 
fever  in  each  county  by  months,  with  death-rate  in  each  county : 
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TYPHOID   FEVER. 
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Malarial  Diseases. — Maine  has  hitherto  flattered  herself  that 
her  soil  and  atmosphere  are  entirely  exempt  from  k 'malaria,"  yet  to 
this  cause  thirteen  deaths  are  ascribed.  The  returns  of  three  of 
these  deaths  distinctly  state  that  the  disease  was  contracted  outside 
the  State.  In  whatever  country  malaria  is  indigenous,  it  finds  a 
large  number  of  victims  among  children.  For  instance,  in  Italy  in 
1891,  out  of  a  total  of  18,229  deaths  from  malarial  diseases,  11,369 
were  of  persons  under  twenty  years  of  age.  Yet,  of  the  thirteen 
deaths  in  question,  only  one  was  a  child.  In  malarial  districts,  also, 
the  number  of  males  destroyed  by  these  diseases  is  not  much  larger 
than  the  number  of  females.  In  Italy  for  the  year  cited,  the  pro- 
portion was  9,824  males  to  8,405  females.  In  our  returns,  only 
one  was  a  female,  this  child  of  eight  years.  Save  this  one,  none  of 
the  decedents  were  under  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  The  ages  of 
the  majority  suggest  military  service  in  the  South. 

Ages:  5-10,  1;  30-40,  1;  40-50,  2;  50-60,  5;  60-70,  3;  70-80,  1. 
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It  may  safely  be  said  that  malarial  diseases  very  rarely  originate 
in  Maine,  if  they  ever  do. 

Tuberculosis. — The  terrible  mortality  from  this  cause  which, 
year  after  year,  goes  on  in  civilized  countries,  and  the  fact,  well 
established,  that  it  is  an  infectious  disease,  and  therefore  clearly 
a  preventable  disease,  should  deeply  impress  every  person  with  the 
necessity  of  adopting  every  practicable  measure  which  promises  to 
check  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Tue  statement  is  often  made  that 
tuberculosis,  in  one  form  or  another,  causes  the  death  of  one- sixth 
of  the  human  race,  In  Massachusetts  (1881-90)  one  death  out  of 
every  5.3  was  caused  by  tuberculosis.  Our  returns  indicate  one 
death  in  eight  as  from  that  cause.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  was  1,513,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of 
22.88  per  10,000,  as  compared  with  that  of  35.38  for  Massachu- 
setts (1*81-90),  and  that  of  23.28  for  Connecticut  (1883  92). 

Cerebral  Tuberculosis  (Tubercular  Meningitis). — The 
number  of  deaths  was  53  ;  27  were  of  males  and  26  of  females. 
The  number  in  cities  was  33.  The  death  rate  for  the  State  was 
0  80;  for  the  cities,  1  68. 

Ages:  Under  1,  16;  1-5,  24;  5-10,  7;  10-20,  5;  30-40,  1. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Consumption). — The  full  signi- 
ficance of  the  fearful  tribute  exacted  by  this  disease  is  intensified 
when  we  learn  that,  of  the  1.352  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1892, 
149  between  10  and  20  years  of  age,  were  approaching  or  just  enter- 
ing the  period  of  early  manhood  and  womanhood  when  life  is  of 
the  greatest  value  to  the  State;  383,  between  the  ages  of  20  and 
30  had  just  begun  their  life's  wrork,  many  having  established  homes 
and  business  relations;  231  at  the  ages  between  30  and  40  years, 
were  relentlessly  but  slowly  dragged  down  from  careers  of  useful- 
ness, and  many  of  them  from  those  whose  only  shield  from  want 
and  suffering  was  the  bond  of  mutual  helpfulness  ;  165  between  40 
and  50  years  of  age  and  126  between  50  and  60  were  torn  away, 
many  of  them  from  children  who  had  not  yet  reached  the  self- 
supporting  age,  and  many  more  from  those  who  sorely  needed  a 
guiding  and  a  helping  hand  a  few  years  longer, — these  1,054  of 
our  people  were  lost  to  their  homes,  to  their  communities,  and  to 
the  State  at  the  most  useful  time  of  life.  The  following  shows  the 
age  periods  of  the  decedents  : 

Ages :    Under  1,  27;  1-5,  24;  5-10,  11;  10-20, 149;  20-30,  383;  30-40,  231;  40-50,  165;  50-GO,  126; 

60-70,  114;  70-80,  86;  over  80,  26;  not  stated,  10. 
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•Thus  it  is  shown  that  the  fewest  deaths  occurred  at  the  age  period 
5  to  10  years,  and  that  of  the  decedents  whose  ages  are  given,  80 
per  cent  die  at  those  periods  when  their  deaths  entail  the  greatest 
loss  to  the  Commonwealth. 

As  to  sex,  559  of  the  decedents,  or  41.3  per  cent  were  males, 
and  793,  or  58.7  per  cent,  were  females. 

The  State's  death-rate  from  consumption  was  20.45  in  each  10,000 
of  population  ;  that  of  the  cities,  22  29.  Outside  of  our  State,  the 
death-rate  from  consumption  is  20.95  in  New  Hampshire  (1884-91)  ; 
28.34  in  Massachusetts  (1881-90)  ;  20.07  in  Connecticut  (1883-92)  ; 
and,  from  1887-92,  16.09  in  England;  21.15  in  Ireland;  37.20  in 
Austria;  13.61  in  Italy;  33  in  the  cities  of  France,  and  31.29  in 
the  cities  of  the  German  Empire 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  county 
by  months,  with  the  death-rate  from  consumption  in  each  county  : 
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Tuberculosis  Mesenteric. — There  were  39  deaths  from  tiiis 
•«ause, — 19  males  and  20  females. 

Ages:  Under  1,  2;  1-5,  4;  5-10, 1;  10-20,  7;  20-40,  9;  40-60,  8;  over  60,  7;  not  stated,  1. 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms. — Of  these  deaths,  69  in  all,  the 
cause  assigned  in  42  was,  tuberculosis,  general  tuberculosis,  or 
acute  tuberculosis  ;  in  13,  scrofula  ;  in  4  scrofulous  or  tubercular 
abscess;  in  5,  diseases  of  joints  or  bones;  in  3,  psoas  abscess; 
in  1,  lupus;  and  in  1,  tuberculosis  of  kidney. 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases. — The  total  number  of  deaths  caused  by 
the  diseases  under  this  group  was  662  which  gives  a  diarrhoeal 
death-rate  for  the  State  of  10  per  10,000.  That  of  both  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut  for  the  same  year  was  16.65.  Our  returns 
indicate  a  lower  rate  of  mortality  from  these  diseases  than  in  Italy 
with  33.43  ;  or  in  the  German  cities  with  26.86  ;  or  in  the  cities  of 
France  with  21.47,  or  in  Prussia  with  10.85.  On  the  other  hand 
tnuch  lower  rates  prevail  in  Sweden  (3.77),  in  Ireland  (4.40),  and 
in  England  (7.61 ) . 

Infantile  Diarrhoea. — This  as  synonymous  with  cholera  infan- 
tum, or  including  it,  was  the  cause  of  546  deaths.  By  referring 
to  the  following  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  no  month  until  June 
were  there  more  than  one  or  two  or  three  deaths,  and  that  in  June 
there  were  only  eight;  but  that  in  July  there  was  a  jump  to  107 
deaths,  followed  by  197  in  August  and  154  in  September.  In  this 
third  quarter  of  the  year,  more  than  83  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from 
this  disease  occurred. 

Of  the  children  dying  from  this  cause,  55  per  cent,  were  less  than 
six  months  old,  and  another  30  per  cent,  were  less  than  one  year 
old,  making  85  per  cent,  of  deaths  within  the  first  year  of  age 

Ages:  Under  6  months,  302;  6-12  months,  166;  1-2  years,  52;  over  2 

years,  25;  unknown,  1 

Of  the  546  deaths  from  infantile  diarrhoea,  298  were  returned 
from  the  cities.  This  represents  an  urban  death-rate  from  this  dis- 
ease of  15.20  which  is  strongly  in  contrast  with  5.33,  the  rate  for 
the  villages  and  rural  districts. 

Thus  the  returns  present  very  clearly  three  truths,  not  new,  but 
the  statistical  presentation  of  which  in  this  State  is  of  interest : 
That  it  is  essentially  a  hot-weather  disease  ;  that  it  finds  by  far  its 
greatest  number  of  victims  among  infants  in  their  earliest  months  ; 
that  it  is  much  more  prevalent  in  crowded  places,  as  in  cities. 
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The  death-rate  of  Maine  from  this  affection  is  8.25,  that  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  in  the  same  year,  12.90  and  13.41 
respectively. 

INFANTILE  DIARRAOEA   BY  COUNTIES  AND    MONTHS. 
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3 

2 

2 

1 

18 
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39 

15 

5 

546 

13.06 

15.93 
S.35 
6.45 
2.14 

14.55 
7.30 
1.36 
2.61 
5.21 
4.33 
3.08' 
5.82 
2.16 
8.31 

12.41 


8.25 


Septic  Diseases. — Of  deaths  from  the  diseases  in  this  group, 
there  were  31  from  erysipelas,  61  from  pyaemia  and  septicaemia,  and 
42  from  puereral  fever,  giving  a  special  death-rate  of  2.02.  The 
largest  number  of  deaths  from  erysipelas  at  any  age  period,  was 
10  between  70  and  80  years  of  age,  the  next  largest,  6,  for  the  two 
extremes,  under  1  year  and  over  80.  The  following  shows  the  dis- 
tribution of  puerperal  fever  by  months  and  counties  : 

January 2  Androscoggin 4 

February 5  Aroostook   7 

March 7  Cumberland 4 

April 2  Franklin 2 
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May 3         Hancock 2 

June 3         Kennebec 4 

July 1         Knox   1 

August 3         Lincoln 2 

September 1         Oxford 0 

October 5         Penobscot 5 

November 3         Piscataquis 2 

December 7         Sagadahoc 0 

—         Somerset 0 

Total 42         Waldo 1 

Washington 1 

York 7 

Total 42 

Dietetic  Diseases. — Only  17  deaths  are  returned  under  this 
class  of  causes  ;  7  of  malnutrition  of  infants,  1  of  rickets,  and  9 
from  alcoholism  The  special  death-rate  from  alcoholism  is  0.13. 
For  the  same  year  it  was  0.82  in  Massachusetts,  and  0.93  in  Con- 
necticut. Abroad  for  the  years  1887-92,  it  was  0.15  in  Italy  ;  0.25 
in  Prussia  ;  0.54  in  Belgium;  0.60  in  England.  Statistics  under 
this  head  are,  however,  not  very  trustworthy  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  correct  reports  of  the  cause  of  death  when 
it  is  due  to  alcoholism. 

Constitutional  Diseases. — With  tuberculosis  transferred  to 
the  class  of  zymotic  diseases,  there  were  563  deaths  from  constitu- 
tional diseases,  or  a  death-rate  of  8.51  per  10,000  for  the  State 

Rheumatism. — The  returns  give  68  deaths  from  this  cause  ; 
28  males,  39  females,  and  the  sex  of  one  not  stated.  Nineteen 
of  these  deaths  were  in  the  cities.  The  special  death-rate  for  this 
disease  was,  therefore,  1.02  while  that  of  the  cities  was  somewhat 
lower,  0.96.  In  Massachusetts  for  the  same  year  it  was  1.12,  and 
in  Connecticut,  1.60. 

The  largest  number  in  any  three  consecutive  months  was  23  in 
March,  April,  and  May. 

Cancer. — From  cancer  in  its  various  forms  and  locations  there  were 
404  deaths.  Of  the  decedents,  150  were  males  and  254  females. 
The  cancer  death-rate  of  the  State  was,  therefore,  6.11 — a  higher 
rate  than  in  Connecticut,  where  it  was  4  60  in  1883-92  or  Massa- 
chusetts, 5.53  in  1881  90;  or  New  Hampshire,  5.96  in  1884-92  ; 
and  higher  than   in  Prussia,  Italy  or  Ireland  where  in  1887-92,  it 
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was*  respectively  4.20,  4.28,  and  4  42  ;  but  lower  than  in  England,, 
where  it  was  6.53  ;  and  the  Netherlands  with  a  cancer  death-rate* 
of  7.28. 

Distributed  as  to  some  of  its  more  frequent  locations,  there  died 
of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  100  ;  of  the  breast.  55  ;  liver,  44 ;  uterus, 
40;  abdominal  and  intestinal,  22;  throat,  10;  rectum,  9  ;  lip,  7; 
neck,  5  ;  face  8  ;  tongue,  4  ;  various.  32  ;  part  unspecified.  68. 

The  distribution  of  cancer  by  counties,  and  by  age-groups  and  the 
special  death-rate  for  each  county  is  shown  in  the  following : 


Counties. 


Number 

of 
deaths. 


Death-rate. 


Age -groups. 


Number 

of 
deaths. 


Androscoggin 
Aroostook  . . . 
Cumberland .. 

Franklin 

Hancock  

Kennebec  .   .. 

Knox ...  ■ 

Lincoln 

Oxford 

Penobscot  — 
Piscataquis... 
Sagadahoc  — 

Somerset 

Waldo 

Washington  .. 

York 

State  


32 

8 
74 
15 
23 
39 
23 
13 

r- 
I 

44 
4 

18 
Hi 
16 
26 
46 


404 


53 
60 
13 
79 
L6 
S4 
30 
91 
28 
03 
47 
25 
90 
76 
.84 
.32 
.11 


Under  1  year. 
From    1  to    5  years 
5  "   10        " 
10  "   20        " 
"        20  "   30 
"        30  "   40        " 
40  "   50 
50  "   60        " 
60  "   70 
70  "   80 

Over  SO  years 

Not  stated 


a 

1 
0 

1 

6 
17 
49 

97 

103 

98 

31 

1 


Diabetes. — The  deaths  from  this  cause  numbered  55,  or  a  death- 
rate  of  0.83  per  10,000.  Thirty-one  of  the  decedents  were  males, 
and  24  females. 

Ages:  5-10,1;  10-20,  10;  20-30,4;  3040,  4;  40-50,  3;  50-60,  4;  60-70,  8;  70-80,  14;  over  80,  6; 

not  stated,  l. 

Old  Age. — There  were  registered  780  deaths  as  due  to  old  age, — 
332  men  aud  448  women.  Only  9  were  less  than  70  years  old  ;. 
142  were  between  70  and  80;  459  were  80-90;  159  were  90-100;. 
while  4  were  over  100  years  old. 


NOTES  ON  DEATHS  AND  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


207 


From  Table  No.  26,  however,  it  may  be  seen  that  the  whole 
number  of  persons  who  died  at  ages  between  70  and  100  years  or 
more  was  3,801,  or  one  death  in  every  three  (3.1)  was  of  a  person 
who  was  between  70  and  100  years  of  age  or  older.  In  other  words 
assuming  incorrectly  that  all  these  3,801  persons  died  of  old  age, 
the  death-rate  from  old  age  was  55.5  in  every  10,000  persons  living 
at  all  ages. 

Comparing  with  Massachusetts  in  which  state  the  proportion  of 
elderly  persons  is  not  so  great,  37  4  persons  to  every  10,000  of 
population  died  at  the  age  of  70  years  or  over. 

Of  these  3,801  aged  decedents,  1,849  were  men,  and  1,952  were 
women.  The  preponderance  of  females  is  especially  marked  in  the 
last  two  periods, — from  90-100,  there  were  157  females  to  98  males, 
and  over  100,  6  females  to  1  male. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  county,  of 
persons  seventy  years  of  age  and  over,  and  the  number  of  their 
deaths  in  each  10,000  of  the  population  at  all  ages  : 


Counties. 
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Androscoggin 

Aroostook 

Cumberland  . 
Franklin  ...   . 

Hancock 

Kennebec 

Knox 

Lincoln   


189 

38.59 

78 

15.72 

534 

58.71 

130 

34.84 

200 

53.60 

424 

74.37 

222 

70.53 

175 

79.55 

Oxford 

Penobscot.. 
Piscataquis 
Sagadahoc  . 
Somerset ... 

Waldo 

Washington 
York 


233 
382 
66 
113 
215 
224 
206 
410 


76.17 
52.42 

40.90 
58.09 
65.89 
80.69 
46.31 
65.25 


Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. — The  number  of  deaths 
registered  under  the  causes  included  in  this  group  was  1,570,  or 
23.74  to  every  10,000  of  population. 

Inflammation  of  the  Brain  or  Membranes. — The  number 
of  deaths  was  236, — 135  males  and  101  females.  Of  these,  11 
were  in  the  cities.  The  death-rate  from  the  several  diseases 
grup  ed  under  this  head  was  3.57. 

Ages:  Under  1,  74;  1-5,  68;  5-10,  24;  10-20,  17;  20-40,  19;  40-60,  19;  over  60,  6. 

Apoplexy. — From  this  cause  488  deaths  occurred, — of  255  males 
and  233  females.     Of  these,   162  were  in  the  cities.     The  State's 
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death-rate  from  apoplexy  was,  therefore,  7.38  ;  that  of  the  cities, 
8.26  ;  that  of  New  Hampshire  in  the  same  year,  8.05  ;  of  Massa- 
chusetts, 6.88  ;  of  Connecticut,  7  87. 

The  largest  number,  6  2,  occurred  in  January;  the  next  largest 
in  December ;  the  most  fatal  of  the  four  seasons  was  the  winter, 
159  deaths  ;  the  first  quarter  had  more  deaths  than  any  other  from 
this  disease,  152. 

Conversely,  the  smallest  number  of  deaths,  29,  was  in  August, 
the  smallest  number  in  any  one  season  was  96  in  the  summer. 
Nearly  75  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  sixty  years  of 
age  or  upward. 

APOPLEXY   BY   MONTHS  AND  AGE-PERIODS. 


By  months. 


By  quarters. 


By  age-periods. 


January 62 

February 47 

March 43 

April 40 

May 4G 

June 36 

July 31 

August 29 

September 30 

October 36 

November    44 

December 50 


First  quarter 


152 


Second  quarter 


Third  quarter, 


Fourth  quarter 


116 


90 


130 


Under  1 5 

1-5 1 

5-10  0 

10-20 3 

20-30 10 

30-40 13 

40-50 26 

50-60 59 

60-70 107 

70-80 161 

Over  SO 96 

Not  stated 7 


Softening  of  the  Brain. — There  were  62  deaths  from  cerebral 
softening, — of  37  men  and  25  women. 

Ages:     20-30,  2;  30-40,  4;  40-50,  7;  60-70,  15;  70-80,  26;  over  80,  8. 

Paralysis. — Of  the  305  decedents  from  "paralysis,"  149  were 
males  and  156  females. 

Ages:     Under  1,  2;  1-10,  3;  10-20,  2;  20-40,  9;   40-50,  6;  50-60,  31;  6070,  62;  70-80,  111;  over 

80,  76;  not  stated,  3. 

Hemiplegia. — From  this  form  of  paralysis,  there  were  16 
deaths  reported, — 10  men  and  6  women.  Not  one  of  these  deaths 
was  of  a  person  under  50  years  of  age. 

Ages:     50-60,  1;  60-70,  4;  70-80,  6;  over  80,  5. 

Epilepsy. — Nineteen  males  and  21  females  died  of  epilepsy — 
40  in  all. 

Ages:     5-10,  2;  10-20,  5;  20-40,  15;  40-60,  11;  over  60,  7. 
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Diseases  of  the  Heart. — From  diseases  of  the  heart,  includ- 
ing those  from  endocarditis,  valvular  diseases  of  the  heart,  hyper- 
trophy and  dilatation,  pericarditis,  angina  pectoris,  and  unspecified, 
there  were  816  deaths.  The  following  exhibits  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  each  form  of  disease  : 
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[Endocarditis 

Valvular  diseases  of  heart . . . 
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Pericarditis 
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14 
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11 

18 

56 
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11 

465 

351 

12 

102 
26 
16 
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35 
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The  number  of  deaths  in  each  county  from  diseases  of  the  heart 
is  shown  in  the  following,  as  well  as  the  special  death-rate  for  State 
and  counties  : 


Counties. 


Number 
of      - 
deaths. 


Rate. 


Counties. 


Number 

of 
deaths. 


Rate. 


Androscoggin 
Aroostook  — 
Cumberland.. 

Franklin 

Hancock 

Kennebec 

Knox 

Lincoln 


48 

9.80 

22 

4.43 

124 

13.63 

20 

11.72 

34 

9.11 

107 

18.76 

43 

13.66 

36 

16  36 

Oxford 

Penobscot  . 
Piscataquis. 
Sagadahoc. 
Somerset. . . 

Waldo 

Washington 

York 

State  — 


34 

85 
17 

28 
37 
50 
38 
83 
816 


11.11 
11.66 
10.53 
14.39 
11.34 
18.01 
8.54 
13.21 
12.34 


As  may  be  noted,  Kennebec  county  has  the  highest  death-rate 
from  diseases  of  the  heart,  and  Aroostook  the  lowest.  The  rate 
for  the  State  is  12.34;  that  of  Massachusetts  for  the  same  year 
was  17.65;  that  of  New  Hampshire  was  12.32;  and  that  of  Con- 
necticut, 11.64. 
14 
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Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — Not  including  tuber- 
cular diseases,  1,796  persons  died  from  the  various  respiratory- 
diseases  as  tabulated  on  page  101.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  death- 
rate  of  27.16  in  each  10,000  of  population.  In  the  same  year  the 
death-rate  from  the  same  group  of  diseases  was  32.20  in  Massachu- 
setts,  and  28.76  in  Connecticut. 

Pneumonia.— Accompanying  the  epidemic  of  influenza  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  there  was  an  unusual  prevalence  of  the  acute 
respiratory  diseases,  particularly  pneumonia,  from  which  cause 
1,431  deaths  were  registered  ;  a  larger  number  even  than  was 
caused  by  pulmonary  consumption,  ordinarily  the  leading  cause  of 
death  in  mortality  reports,  a  number  exceeded  only  by  that  from 
tuberculosis  in  its  various  forms.  Of  the  decedents  from  pneumonia, 
699  were  males  and  732  were  females.  The  death-rate  from  this 
disease  was,  therefore,  21.56  per  10,000,  and  as  458  of  the  deaths 
occurred  in  the  cities,  the  urban  death-rate  was  23  36.  In  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  same  year,  the  pneumonia  death-rate  was  21.54;. 
that  of  New  Hampshire  was  23.29  ;  that  of  Connecticut,  20.69. 

The  age-distribution  for  pneumonia  is  shown  in  the  following  : 

Under  1        year,    143  40-50  years,    96 
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239 
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Over  80  " 

209 

Not  stated, 
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PNEUMONIA  BY  COUNTIES  AND  MONTHS  WITH   DEATH- 

RATES   PER    10,000. 
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Bronchitis. — From  this  cause,  including  both  acute  and  chronic 
bronchitis,  287  deaths  were  registered, — those  of  121  males  and 
166  females.  Of  these  287  deaths,  116  were  in  the  cities.  As 
with  pneumonia,  a  much  larger  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Jan- 
uary than  in  any  other  month.  The  number  of  deaths  in  each 
quarter  was  139,  75,  31,  and  42,  respectively. 

The  bronchitis  death-rate  for  the  State  was  4.34  ;  that  of  the 
cities,  5.91,  In  New  Hampshire  it  was  5  67  in  the  same  year  ;  in 
Massachusetts,  8.09  ;  in  Connecticut,  7.08. 

In  the  following  age-distribution  of  the  decedents  from  this 
disease  a  great  fatality  at  either  extreme  of  life  is  apparent: 
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The  following  shows  the  distribution  of  bronchitis  by  counties 
and  months,  together  with  the  bronchitis  death-rates  of  counties 
and  State  : 

BRONCHITIS. 


Counties. 


K*l 

r-4 

?H 

03 

3 

t-t 

>"5 

03 

'i-K 
ft 

O 

<1 

< 

6 

5 

*"5 

~J1 

P 

be 
<3 

H 
H 

go 

o 

o 

O 

2 

> 
c 

c3 

+^ 
O 
EH 

9 

—  O 

"s 

4-}  I— 1 

—  u 

—  33 

Oft 


Androscoggin  .. 
Aroostook  .   . 
Cumberland  — 

Franklin 

Hancock 

Kennebec  

Knox 

Lincoln 

Oxford 

Penobscot 

Piscataquis 

Sagadahoc 

Somerset 

Waldo 

Washington 

York 

State 


8 
2 
1 

11 
6 
1 
1 
3 

4 

2 

4 

4 

11 


60 


2 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

6 

24 

1 

3 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

11 

7 

5 

5 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

47 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

12 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

11 

4 

4 

3 

6 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

5 

2 

40 

4 

4 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

1 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

i 

3 

O 

O 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

14 

6 

1 

2 

5 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

21 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

10 

o 

- 

- 

1 

2 

7 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

11 

•_> 

5 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

19 

1 

2 

8 

6 

o 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

33 

40 

39 

32 

35 

8 

14 

5 

12 

11 

13 

15 

287 

4.90 
2.21 
5.16 

7.03 
2.94 
7.01 
5.08 
3.18 
4.57 
2.88 
2.47 
5.14 
2.14 
3.96 
4.27 
5.25 


4.34 


NOTES  ON  DEATHS  AND  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH.      213 

Pleurisy. — Eighteen  deaths  are  charged  to  this  disease, — 7  males 
and  11  females.  In  October,  4  of  these  deaths  occurred,  in  April,  3, 
in  no  other  month  more  than  two. 

Ages:  1-5,  1;  10-20,  2;  20-30,  3;  40-50,  1;  50-60,  2;  60-70,  4;  70-80,  3;  Over  80,  2. 

The  Acute  Respiratory  Diseases  in  Maine  and  Else- 
where.— Some  persons  have  assumed  that  pneumonia  and  the  other 
acute  respiratory  diseases  must  be  unusually  prevalent  in  Maine  ; 
apparently  with  no  better  reason  than  that  Maine  is  geographically 
pretty  well  to  the  north. 

But  places  well  to  the  north  are  sometimes  more  exempt  from 
these  diseases  than  other  places  in  lower  latitudes.  For  instance, 
in  Sweden  the  respiratory  diseases  are  much  more  fatal  as  we 
advance  from  the  north  to  the  south,  and  in  Denmark  bronchitis  is 
much  less  fatal  than  in  some  of  the  countries  in  the  south  of 
Europe.  In  the  county  of  Rutlandshire,  England,  the  death-rate 
from  pneumonia  is  only  4.5  per  10,000,  while  in  Leghorn  and  Turin, 
Italy,  it  is  17  and  24  respectively;  and  in  the  principal  cit;es  of 
Spain  the  death-rate  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  is  53  per 
10,000. 

Further,  it  may  be  noted  that  in  10  cities  in  France  north  of  the 
48th  parallel,  the  pneumonia  death-rate  (1887)  was  19.19;  in  10 
cities  between  the  48th  and  the  45th  parallel  it  was  20.33  ;  while  in 
the  10  cities  south  of  the  45th  parallel  it  was  26.55.  Again,  the 
death-rate  from  bronchitis  was  18.64  in  five  large  cities  in  the  south 
of  France,  while  it  was  only  15.35  in  five  large  cities  in  the  north 
of  France. 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis  are  evidently  least  prevalent  during 
our  summers,  but  on  the  other  hand  their  greatest  fatality  ordi- 
narily will  probably  not  be  found  to  be  in  winter.  These  diseases 
are  not  unusually  fatal  among  those  persons  who  are  constantly 
exposed  to  cold  weather.  In  the  causation  of  pneumonia  and  the 
other  respiratory  diseases,  other  factors  than  latitude  and  tempera- 
ture are  operative.  Overcrowding,  the  breathing  of  an  artificially 
overheated  and  ill  ventilated  atmosphere  with  its  dust  contents, 
and  the  sudden  transitions  back  and  forth  between  such  indoor 
atmospheres  and  the  cold  outer  air  play  an  important  part. 

In  Ireland  the  death-rate  from  pneumonia  (1878-81)  was  4.38 
but  in  England  it  was  10.12.  Why  the  difference?  It  was  undoubt- 
edly due  less  to  climate,  than  to  social  and  industrial  conditions. 
In  Scotland  (1885-86)  according  to  Davidson,  the  mortality  from 
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bronchitis  was  25.7  in  the  principal  towns  ;  20.9  in  the  large  towns  ; 
18  0  in  the  small  ones  ;  14.5  in  the  mainland  rural  districts,  and 
only  11.6  in  the  insular  rural  districts. 

These  facts  are  given  simply  to  show  the  futility  of  basing  a 
guess  as  to  the  death-rate  of  a  state  from  diseases  of  the  respira- 
tory organs  solely  upon  geographical  position.  The  figures  given 
in  this  report  are  not  unfavorable  to  our  State,  but  the  exact  truth 
can  be  developed  only  through  the  records  of  a  series  of  years. 

In  Maine  the  combined  death-rate  in  1892  from  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis  was  25  98  ;  in  Massachusetts  for  the  same  year,  29.63  ; 
in  New  Hampshire,  28.94;  in  Connecticut,  26  44. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. — The  combined  mortality 
from  this  group  of  diseases  was  659  deaths,  or  a  death-rate  of  9  97. 
The  distribution  of  these  under  the  several  causes  will  be  found  on 
page  101. 

Peritonitis  — There  were  129  deaths  from  this  cause, — 55  males 
and  74  females      Forty-five  of  them  were  in  the   cities.     The  fol- 
lowing shows  the  month  and  age  distribution  of  the  disease  : 
January,  14         Under  1  year,  7 

February,  8         1-5  years,  7 

March,  16         5-10     "  6 

April,  11       10-20     «  9 

May,  10       20-30     "  25 

June,  9       30-40     "  20 

July,  16       40-50     "  14 

August,  10       50-60     '•  10 

September,  7       60-70     '  12 

October,  10       70-80     "  12 

November,  9         Over  80  years,  6 

December,  9         Unknown,  1 

Appendicitis. — Of  the  deaths  referred  to  this  cause,  10  were 
returned  as  due  to  appendicitis,  three  to  typhlitis,  and  one  to 
perityphlitis.  Of  the  total  number,  fourteen,  13  were  of  males 
and  1  of  a  female.  Three  of  these  deaths  were  in  April,  and  3  in 
Oc'ober. 

Ages:  1-5,  1;  10-20,4;  20-30,  •>;  30-40,  3;  40-50,  2;  50-60,1;  60-70,1. 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver. — Thirteen  deaths  were  ascribed  to 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver, — of  8  men  and  5  women.  Of  these  13 
deaths,  9  were  in  the  cities  and  4  in  the  rural  parts  of  the  State. 
The  death-rate   for  the   State  from   this   one  cause   was  0.19    per 
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10,000  ;  that  of  Connecticut  in  the  same  year  was  0.69.     The  data 

for  comparison  with  other  states  is  wanting. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary   System  — There  were   403  deaths 

referred  to  the  diseases  in  this  group,  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of 

3.08. 

Nephritis,  acute  and  chroDic.  caused  the  death  of  61   persons, 

33   males    and    28   females.     The    death-rate  from  nephritis    was, 

therefore,  0.92. 

Ages :  Under  1,  2;  10-20,  2;  20-30,  3;  30-40,  5;  40-50,  7;  50-60,  7;  60-70,  12;  70-SO,  20;  over  80,  3. 

Bright's  Disease. — This  was  the  cause  of  204  deaths, — 124 
males  and  80  females.     Of  these  deaths.  67  were  in  the  cities. 

Ages:  1-5,  2;  5-10,  6;  10-20,  3;  20-30,   15;  30-40,  12;  40-50,  IS;  50-60,  2S;  60-70,  60;  70-SO,  52; 

over  80,  8. 
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Childbirth. — Under  the  group  of  accidents  and  diseases  of 
reproduction,  69  deaths  were  registered,  not  including  puerperal 
fever.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  special  death  rate  of  1.04.  For 
Connecticut  for  the  same  accidents  and  diseases  it  was  1.16  in  the 
same  year. 

Accidents. — From  accidents  of  various  kinds,  376  persons  met 
their  death.  If  the  returns  generally  had  stated  more  precisely 
the  way  in  which  the  accidents  occurred,  it  would  have  made  it 
practicable  to  classify  them  in  a  manner  that  would  be  useful. 

Of  deaths  from  falls,  there  were  27.  Two  were  from  a  carriage 
and  one  each  from  load  of  hay,  hay  mow,  bridge  breaking  his  neck, 
a  tree,  church  steeple,  into  a  well,  into  a  quarry  pit,  down  stairs, 
while  17  were  unspecified. 
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Fractures  caused  20  deaths, — fracture  of  skull,  7  ;  spine,  3  ; 
hip,  2  ;  thigh  bone,  6  ;  leg  and  arm,  1  ;  both  legs,  1. 

Six  deaths  were  from  gun  or  pistol  shot,  unspecified  with  the 
exception  that  one  was  while  hunting. 

From  railway  injuries  there  were  18  deaths,  and  from  cuts,  3. 

From  burns  and  scalds  there  were  26  deaths.  The  returns  should 
have  stated  briefly  how  the  accident  happened  in  each  case. 

From  poisoning,  22  deaths  occurred ;  from  opiates,  5  ;  wood 
alcohol,  2  ;  and  one  each  from  Paris  green,  rough  on  rats,  strych- 
nine, potash,  copperas,  over-dose  of  Johnson's  liniment,  arsenic,, 
lobster,  carbolic  acid,  phenacetine.  In  5  instances  the  character 
of  the  poison  was  not  specified. 

From  drowning,  130  lives  were  lost.  One  child  fell  into  a  wellv 
and  one  person  was  drowned  in  a  bath  tub.  Otherwise  nothing  in 
the  returns  enables  me  to  state  whether  any  persons  were  drowned 
while  bathing  in  open  water,  while  boating,  or  while  skating,  and, 
if  so,  how  many  in  each  category. 

The  returns  indicate  that  10  deaths  occurred  from  machinery 
accidents, — 4  in  pulp  mills,  and  6  in  other  mills,  and  that  5  persons 
were  killed  in  quarries.     Two  persons  were  lost  at  sea. 

Homicide. — Under  this  group  two  deaths  were  registered  under 
homicide  and  one  under  infanticide  These  three  deaths  were 
equiva'ent  to  a  death-rate  of  0.05.  For  homicide  the  rate  for 
Massachusetts  in  the  same  year  was  0.09,  and  that  of  Connecticut, 
0.06.  In  some  foreign  countries,  the  death-rate  per  10,000  from 
homicide  is  as  follows:  Western  Australia,  1.21;  Italy,  0.54; 
Bavaria,  0.39  ;  Finland,  0.35;  Russia,  0.21;  Sweden,  0.20;  Ire- 
land, 0  17;  England  and  Wales,  0.17;  South  Australia  and  New 
Zealand,  0.14;  Norway,  0.13;  Scotland,  0.01. 

Suicide  — Within  the  year,  59  persons  took  their  own  lives,  41 
males,  and  18  females.  Of  the  males,  the  occupation  of  20  was 
farmer,  of  1  each,  machinist,  merchant,  carpenter,  painter,  fisher- 
man, blacksmith,  sea  captain,  agent,  lawyer,  spar  maker,  cooper,, 
farm  hand,  millman,  teamster,  culler  of  leather.  Two  had  no 
occupation,  and  the  occupation  of  4  is  not  stated. 

Of  the  females,  the  occupation  of  8  was  returned  as  housewife  ; 
of  5  a3  housekeeper ;  1  was  a  tailoress  ;  1  a  clerk  ;  1  a  forewoman 
in  a  factory  ;  and  the  occupation  of  2  is  not  given. 

As  to  the  means  employed,  20  committed  suicide  by  hanging,  9 
by  shooting,  2  by  drowning,  2  by  cuts,  1  with  poison  (Paris  green),, 
and  in  25  the  method  was  not  stated. 
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SUICIDES  BY  AGES,  MONTHS,  AND  COUNTIES. 


Age-periods. 

Months. 

Counties. 

Rate  per  10,000  of 
population. 

10-20 2 

20  30..  ■ 8 

Androscoggin 4 

Cumberland 14 

0.82 
0.20 

30-40 4 

1.54 

40  50 14 

0.59 

50-60 11 

60-70 10 

70-80 3 

Over  80 6 

July 7 

September 10 

Waldo 6 

York 10 

0.27 
0.88 
0.32 
1.36 
1.31 

Total 59 

0.14 
0.62 

Total 59 

1.53 
2.16 
0.45 
1.59 

State 59 

0.89 

The  youngest  suicide  was  a  boy  of  14  years  and  10  months  ;  the 
oldest  a  man  of  84.  The  largest  number  of  suicides  occurred  in 
September ;  the  smallest  number  in  January  and  February.  By 
quarters  the  suicides  were,  11,  17,  20,  11.  The  largest  number  in 
any  county  was  14  in  Cumberland  ;  and  the  highest  death-rate 
from  suicide  was  in  Waldo  county.  The  rate  for  the  State  per 
10,000  of  population  was  0.89  ;  that  of  Massachusetts  in  the  same 
year  was  1.03  ;  of  Connecticut,  1.21. 

The  suicide  death-rate  in  some  European  countries  was  as  fol- 
lows for  the  years  1887-91  :  Ireland,  0.24  ;  Italy,  0.52  ;  Scotland, 
0.56  ;  the  Netherlands,  0.58  ;  England,  0  80  ;  Sweden,  1.19  ;  Bel- 
gium, 1.22;  Prussia,  1.97;  France,  2.18;  German  Empire,  2.46. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Class  I.     ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Group  1.  Infectious  Diseases. 

Group  2.  Specific  Neoplastic  Diseases. 

Group  3.  Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 

Group  4.  Zoogenous  Diseases. 

Group  5.  Septic  Diseases. 

Class  II.     PARASITIC  DISPOSES 

Class  III.     DIETETIC  DISEASES. 

Class  IV.     CONSTITUTIONAL  DISEASES. 

Class  V.     DEVELOPMENTAL  DISEASES. 

Class  VI.     LOCAL  DISEASES. 

Group  1.  Diseases  of  Nervous  System. 

Group  2.  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense. 

Group  3.  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

Group  4.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Group  o.  Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

Group  6.  Diseases  of  Lymphatics  and  Ductless  Glands. 

Group  7.  Diseases  of  Urinary  System. 

Group  8.  Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation. 

Group  9.  Acccidents  and  Diseases  of  Reproduction. 

Group  10.     Diseases  of  Osseous  System. 

Group  11.     Diseases  of  the  Integument. 

Class  VII.     DEATHS    FROM  VIOLENCE. 

Group  1.     Accident,  Negligence,  or  Doubtful. 
Group  2.     Homicide. 
Group  3.     Suicide. 

Class  VIII.     DEATHS    FROM    ILL-DEFINED    CAUSES. 

Class    I.— ZYMOTIC    DISEASES. 

Group  1. — Infectious  Diseases. 

1.  Small- Pox. 

2.  Chicken- Pox. 

3.  Measles. 

4.  Rotheln. 
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'G  roup  1 .  —  Concluded. 

5.  Scarlet  Fever. 

6.  Typhus  Fever. 

7.  Influenza. 

8.  Whooping-Cough. 

9.  Mumps. 

10.  Diphtheria. 

11.  Croup. 

12.  Tonsillitis,  etc. 

13.  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

14.  Tetanus. 

15.  Typhoid  Fever. 

16.  Simple  Continued  Fever,  Gastric  Fever. 

17.  Malarial  Diseases. 

18.  Other  Specific  Febrile  Diseases. 

Group  2. — Specific  Neoplastic  Diseases. 

19.  Tuberculosis,  Cerebral. 

20.  Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary. 

21.  Tuberculosis,  Mesenteric. 

22.  Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms. 

23.  Syphilis. 

GrOUp  3. DlARRHCEAL    DISEASES. 

24.  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

25.  Cholera  Morbus. 

26.  Dysentery. 

27.  Diarrhoea. 

Group  4. — Zoogenous  Diseases. 

28.  Hydrophobia. 

29.  Glanders. 

30.  Malignant  Pustule. 

31.  Cow-Pox  and  Vaccination. 

•Group  5. — Septic  Diseases. 

32.  Phagadena. 

33.  Erysipelas. 

34.  Pyaemia,  Septicaemia. 

35.  Puerperal  Fever. 
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Class  II.— PARASITIC   DISEASES. 

36.  Thrush. 

37.  Hydatids. 

38.  Intestinal  Parasites. 

39.  Other  Parasitic  Diseases. 

Class  IIL— DIETETIC    DISEASES. 

* 

40.  Starvation. 

41.  Malnutrition  of  Infants,  Improper  Feeding. 

42.  Scurvy. 

43.  Rickets. 

44.  Alcoholism. 

Class  IV.— CONSTITUTIONAL    DISEASES. 

45.  Rheumatism. 

46.  Gout. 

47.  Cancer,  Gastric. 

48.  Cancer,  Mammary. 

49.  Cancer,  Hepatic. 

50.  Cancer,  Uterine. 

51.  Cancer,  Others. 

52.  Purpura,  Harmorrhagic  Diathesis. 

53.  Anaemia,  etc. 

54.  Diabetes  Mellitus. 

55.  Other  Constitutional  Diseases. 

Class  V.— DEVELOPMENTAL  DISEASES. 

56.  Stillborn. 

57.  Premature  Birth. 

58.  Ill-Defined  Diseases  of  Infancy. 

59.  Atelectasis. 

60.  Cyanosis. 

61.  Spina  Bifida. 

62.  Imperforate  Anus. 

63.  Other  Congenital  Defects. 

64.  Umbilical  Hemorrhage. 

65.  Old  Age. 
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Class  VI.— LOCAL  DISEASES. 

Group  1. — Diseases  of  Nervous  System. 

66.  Inflammation  of  Brain  or  Membranes. 

67.  Apoplexy. 

68.  Softening  of  Brain. 

69.  Hemiplegia. 

70.  Paralysis  Agitans. 

71.  Paralysis. 

72.  Hydrocephalus  (not  acute.) 

73.  Insanity  (general  paralysis  of  the  insane.) 

74.  Brain,  Other  Diseases  of. 

75.  Chorea. 

76.  Epilepsy. 

77.  Convulsions. 

78.  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

79.  Spinal  Meningitis. 

80.  Myelitis. 

81.  Paraplegia. 

82.  Locomotor  Ataxia. 

83.  Other  Diseases  of  the  Spinal  Cord. 

84.  Other  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Group  2. — Diseases  of  Organs  of  Special  Sense. 

85.  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

86.  Epistaxis,  and  Diseases  of  Nose. 

87.  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

Group  3. — Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

88.  Endocaridits. 

89.  Valvular  Disease  of  the  Heart. 

90.  Hypertrophy  of  Heart. 

91.  Pericarditis. 

92.  Disease  of  Heart,  Unspecified. 

93.  Angina  Pectoris. 

94.  Syncope. 

95.  Aneurism. 

96.  Senile  Gangrene. 

97.  Embolism,  Thrombosis. 

98.  Phlebitis. 

99.  Others,  Circulatory  System. 
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Group  4. — Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

100.  Laryngitis. 

101.  Other  Diseases  of  Pharynx  and  Trachea. 

102.  Emphysema,  Asthma. 

103.  Bronchitis. 
104  Pneumonia. 

105.  Pleurisy. 

106.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

Group  5. — Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

A. 

107.  Diseases  of  the  Mouth. 

108.  Dyspepsia. 

109.  Gastric  Ulcer. 

110.  Hsematemesis. 

111.  Gastritis. 

112.  Other  Diseases  of  Stomach. 

113.  Enteritis. 

114.  Ulceration  of  Intestines. 

115.  Stricture  and  Strangulation  of  Intestines. 

116.  Intussusception  of  Intestines. 

117.  Hernia. 

118.  Other  Obstructive  Diseases  of  Intestines. 

119.  Fistula. 

120.  Peritonitis. 

121.  Appendicitis. 

122.  Ascites. 

123.  Gallstones. 

124.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

125.  Hepatitis. 

126.  Jaundice. 

127.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver. 

128.  Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System. 

Group  6.— Diseases  of  Lymphatics  and  Ductless  Glands. 

129.  Diseases  of  Lymphatics. 

130.  Diseases  of  the  Spleen. 

131.  Bronchocele. 

132.  Addison's  Disease. 

Group  7. — Diseases  of  Ukinary  System. 

133.  Nephritis 

134.  Bright's  Diseases,  Albuminuria. 
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Group  7. —  Concluded. 

135.  Uraemia. 

136.  Suppression  of  Urine. 

137.  Calculus. 

138.  Stricture 

139.  Haematuria 

140.  Diseases  of  Bladder  and  Prostate. 

141.  Other  Diseases  of  Urinary  System. 

Group  8. — Diseases  of  Organs  of  Generation. 

142.  Ovarian  Disease. 

143.  Diseases  of  Uterus  and  Appendages. 

144.  Paramenia. 

145.  Pelvic  Abscess. 

146.  Perineal  Abscess. 

147.  Diseases  of  Male  Organs  of  Generation. 

Group  9.— -Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Reproduction. 

148.  Abortion,  Miscarriage. 
Puerperal  Mania. 
Puerperal  Convulsions. 
Placenta  Previa. 
Puerperal  Hemorrage. 
Phlegmasia  Dolens. 
Other  Accidents  of  Reproduction. 

-Diseases  of  Osseous  System. 

Diseases  of  the  Joints. 
Diseases  of  the  Bones. 
Other  Diseases. 

Diseases  of  the  Integument. 

Carbuncle. 

Phlegmon,  Cellulitis. 

Ulcer,  Bed-Sore. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Integument. 

Class  VII— DEATHS    FROM   VIOLENCE.. 
Group  1  — Accident,  Negligence,  or  Doubtful. 

162.  Fracture,  Contusion. 

163.  Falling. 

164.  Gunshot  Wounds. 


149. 

150. 

151. 

152. 

153. 

154. 

Group 

10.- 

155. 

156. 

157. 

Group 

i  11. 

158. 

159. 

160. 

161. 
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Group  1. — 

Concluded. 

165. 

Railway  Injuries. 

166. 

Cuts. 

167. 

Burns  and  Scalds 

168. 

Poison. 

169. 

Drowning. 

170. 

Suffocation. 

171. 

Various. 

172. 

Lost  at  Sea. 

Croup  2. — Homicide. 

173.     Murder,  Manslaughter. 


Group  3  — 

Suicide. 

174. 

Gunshot  Wounds. 

175. 

Cut,  Stab. 

176. 

Poison. 

177. 

Drowning. 

178. 

Hanging. 

179. 

Otherwise. 

Class  VIII —DEATHS    FROM    ILL-DEFINED    CAUSES. 

180.  Heart  Failure. 

181.  Dropsy. 

182.  Debility,  Exhaustion. 

183.  Atrophy  and  Inanition. 

184.  Sunstroke. 

185.  Mortification. 

186.  Tumor. 

187.  Abscess. 

188.  Hemorrhage. 

189.  Sudden  (Cause  LTnascertained.) 

190.  Not  Specified,  or  Ill-Defined. 

A  registrar  about  to  adopt  a  system  of  classification  of  the 
causes  of  death  for  his  State  must  be  very  uncritical  and  easily  sat- 
isfied to  be  pleased  with  any  of  the  arrangements  which  he  finds  in 
use.  In  the  various  states  of  our  Union,  the  classifications  differ 
among  themselves  enough  so  that  he  who  would  compare  the  statis- 
tical results  of  one  state  with  those  of  another  must  constantly  be 
on  the  alert  that  the  classes  or  groups  of  diseases  compared,  con- 
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tain  the  same  individual  causes  of  death.  Recent  investigations 
into  the  causes  of  diseases  have  so  changed  our  conceptions  of  the 
nature  of  many  of  them  that  the  existing  nosologies  appear  anti- 
quated. As  Mr.  Wynter  Blyth  has  said,  "the  present  classification 
was  based  upon  an  old— a  dying — pathology." 

Nevertheless,  the  compiler  of  this  report  deems  it  altogether  out 
of  place  to  attempt  to  satisfy  himself  with  a  rearragement.  He 
has,  however,  ventured  a  few  changes  which  will,  undoubtedly, 
place  a  few  of  the  individual  causes  of  death  and  groups  of  dis- 
eases more  in  line  with  the  places  to  which  they  will  be  assigned  in 
the  future. 

The  most  important  innovation  has  been  the  placing  of  tubercu- 
losis in  its  various  forms,  and  syphilis,  in  the  group  of  "Specific 
Neoplastic  Diseases,"  a  term  which  was,  I  believe,  suggested  by 
the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  England.  Zymotic 
Diseases  has  been  retained  as  a  convenient  designation  of  the  first 
class  of  causes  of  death ;  but  as  a  name  for  the  first  group,  or 
order,  under  this  class,  infectious  diseases  has  been  substituted  for 
the  objectionable  term  miasmatic  diseases. 

Minor  changes  are  the  removal  of  croup  from  the  respiratory  dis- 
eases and  placing  it  after  diphtheria,  a  position  which  it  already 
occupies  in  the  classification  in  use  in  some  of  the  states.  Tonsil- 
litis has  also  been  placed  near  diphtheria  as  a  designation  of  cer- 
tain affections,  sometimes  fatal,  and  not  always  differentiated  with 
certainty  from  diphtheria.  Tetanus  is  included  with  the  infectious 
diseases  and  the  malarial  diseases  have  also  been  grouped  with  the 
infectious  diseases.  In  some  American  lists  of  the  causes  of  death 
they  already  occupy  that  position,  but  in  the  table  in  use  by  the 
registrar  general  of  England  these  diseases  form  a  group  by  them- 
selves. 

Under  ihe  diarrheal  diseases  infantile  diarrhoea  is  used  instead 
of  cholera  infantum,  and  scurvy  and  rickets  are  both  placed  under 
the  dietetic  diseases.  In  the  group  of  diseases  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, inflammation  of  the  brain  or  its  membrane,  as  used  in  the 
English  tables,  is  much  better  than  some  of  the  terms  under  which 
diseases  of  this  kind  are  classed  in  this  country. 

15 


CHAPTER   118-LAWS  OF  1891. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  Registration  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Legisla- 
ture assembled,  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  shall  be 
the  registrar  of  vital  statistics  for  the  State,  and  shall  furnish  to 
clergymen,  and  others  authorized  to  marry,  to  sextons,  to  physi- 
cians, town  clerks,  clerks  of  the  society  of  Friends,  and  to  clerks  of 
courts,  a  copy  of  this  act,  and  suitable  blanks  for  recording  births, 
marriages,  deaths  and  divorces,  so  .printed,  with  appropriate  head- 
ings, as  readily  to  show  the  following  facts  and  such  others  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  to  secure  an  accurate  registration. 

I.  The  record  of  a  birth  shall  state  its  date  and  place  of  occur- 
rence, full  Christian  and  surname,  if  named,  color  and  sex  of  child, 
whether  living  or  still-born,  and  the  full  Christian  and  surnames, 
color,  occupation,  residence  and  birthplace  of  parents. 

II.  The  record  of  a  marriage  shall  state  its  date  and  place  of 
occurrence,  the  name,  residence,  and  official  character  of  the  per- 
son by  whom  solemnized,  the  full  Christian  and  surnames  of  the 
parties,  the  age,  color,  occupation,  and  residence  of  each,  the  con- 
dition, whether  single  or  widowed,  whether  first,  second  or  other 
marriage  ;  and  the  full  Christian  and  surnames,  residence,  color, 
occupation,  and  birthplace  of  their  parents. 

III.  The  record  of  a  death  shall  state  its  date,  the  full  Chris- 
tian and  surname  of  the  deceased,  the  sex,  color,  condition,  whether 
single  or  married,  age,  occupation,  place  of  birth,  place  of  death, 
the  full  Christian  and  surnames  and  birthplaces  of  parents,  and  the 
disease  or  other  cause  of  death,  so  far  as  known. 

Section  2.  The  attending  physician,  accoucheur,  midwife,  or 
other  person  in  charge,  who  shall  attend  at  the  birth  of  any  child, 
living  or  still-born,  within  the  limits  of  any  town  or  city  in  this 
State,  shall  report  to  the  clerk  of  such  town  or  city  within  six  days 
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thereafter,  all  the  facts  regarding  such  birth,  as  required  in  section 
one  of  this  act. 

Section  3.  Every  person  authorized  to  unite  persons  in  mar- 
riage shall  make  a  record  of  every  marriage  solemnized  before  him, 
in  conformity  with  the  requisitions  prescribed  for  blank  records  of 
marriages  in  section  one  of  this  act,  and  shall  within  six  days 
thereafter,  deliver  or  forward  to  the  clerk  of  each  town  in  which 
the  marriage  intention  was  recorded,  a  copy  of  such  record  of  mar- 
riage. 

Section  4.  Whenever  any  person  shall  die,  or  any  still-born 
child  shall  be  brought  forth  in  this  State,  the  undertaker,  town 
clerk,  or  other  person  superintending  the  burial  of  said  deceased 
person,  shall  obtain  from  the  physician  attending  at  such  bringing 
forth  or  last  sickness,  a  certificate,  duly  signed,  setting  forth  as  far 
as  may  be,  the  facts  required  in  the  record  of  a  death,  according  to 
section  one  of  this  act ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  undertaker, 
or  other  person  having  charge  of  the  burial  of  said  deceased  per- 
son, to  add  to  said  certificate  the  date  and  place  of  the  proposed 
burial ;  and  having  duly  signed  the  same,  to  forward  it  to  the  clerk 
of  the  town  or  city  and  obtain  a  permit  for  burial ;  and  in  case  of 
any  contagious  or  infectious  disease,  said  certificate  shall  be  made 
and  forwarded  immediately. 

Section  5.  In  case  of  any  deceased  person  not  having  had 
the  attendance  of  a  physician  in  his  or  her  last  sickness,  the  town 
clerk  may  issue  and  sign  the  certificate  of  death,  upon  presentation 
of  such  facts  as  may  be  obtained  of  relatives,  persons  in  attendance 
upon  said  deceased  person  during  said  last  sickness,  or  present  at  the 
time  of  death,  and  the  permit  for  burial  shall  be  issued  upon  such 
information.  Said  certificate  and  permit  shall  not  be  required  be- 
fore burial  in  cases  where  it  is  impracticable  to  obtain  the  same 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  death,  but  in  all  such  cases,  said 
certificate  shall  be  obtained  as  soon  as  practicable  after  death. 

Section  6.  Parents  shall  give  notice  to  the  clerk  of  their  city 
or  town  of  the  births  or  deaths  of  their  children  ;  every  house- 
holder shall  give  notice  of  every  birth  and  death  happening  in  his 
house  ;  the  eldest  person  next  of  kin  shall  give  such  notice  of  the 
death  of  his  kindred  ;  the  keeper  of  a  workhouse,  house  of  cor- 
rection, prison,  hospital,  almshouse,  or  other  institution,  and  the 
master  or  other  commanding  officer  of  a  ship,  shall  give  like  notice 
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of  every  birth  or  death  happening  among  the  persons  under  his 
charge. 

Section  7.  Except  as  provided  in  section  five,  no  interment  or 
disinterment  of  the  dead  body  of  any  human  being,  or  disposition 
thereof  in  any  tomb,  vault  or  cemetery,  shall  be  made  without  a 
permit  as  aforesaid,  from  the  clerk  of  the  town  or  city,  nor  other- 
wise than  in  accordance  with  such  permit.  No  undertaker  or  other 
person  shall  assist  in,  assent  to,  or  allow  any  such  interment  or 
disinterment  to  be  made,  except  as  provided  in  section  five,  until 
such  permit  has  been  given  as  aforesaid  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  every  undertaker  or  other  person  having  charge  of  any  burial 
place  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  receive  such  permit,  to  preserve  and 
return  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  within  six  days  after  the 
day  of  burial. 

Section  8.  The  town  or  city  clerk  shall  appoint  two  suitable 
and  proper  persons,  in  each  town  or  city,  as  sub-registrars,  who 
shall  be  authorized  to  issue  burial  permits  based  upon  a  death  cer- 
tificate, as  hereinbefore  provided,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  required 
of  the  town  or  city  clerk  ;  and  the  said  record  of  death  upon  which 
the  permit  is  issued  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  town  clerk  within  six 
days  after  receiving  the  same,  and  all  permits  by  whomsoever 
issued  shall  be  returned  to  the  town  clerk  as  required  by  section 
seven  of  this  act.  The  appointment  of  sub- registrars  shall  be 
made  with  reference  to  locality,  so  as  to  best  suit  the  convenience 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  such  appointment  shall  be  in 
writing  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  town  or  city  clerk. 

Section  9.  Town  clerks  and  sub-registrars  may  issue  burial  per- 
mits to  persons  in  contiguous  towns,  when  by  so  doing  it  would  be 
more  convenient  for  those  seeking  a  permit,  but  in  all  cases  the 
permit  shall  be  made  returnable  to  the  town  clerk  of  the  town  in 
which  the  death  occurred. 

Section  10.  The  assessors  shall,  when  taking  the  annual  in- 
ventory, collect  and  return  to  the  town  clerk,  before  the  first  day 
of  June,  the  births  which  have  occurred  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  during  the  year  ending  December  thirty -first  next 
preceding,  together  with  the  names  of  such  children. 

Section  11.  The  clerk  of  every  town  shall  keep  a  chronological 
record  of  all  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  reported  to  him,  and 
shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  June,  transmit  a  copy  of  the  record 
of  all  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  occurring  during  the  year  end- 
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ing 'December  thirty-first  next  preceding  such  said  report,  to  the 
State  registrar,  together  with  the  names,  residences,  and  official 
stations  of  all  such  persons  as  have  neglected  to  make  returns  to 
him  in  relation  to  the  subject  matters  of  such  records,  which  the 
law  required  them  to  make,  all  to  be  made  upon  blanks  to  be  pre- 
pared andtfurnished  by  the  State  registrar 

Section  12.  The  clerk  of  courts  for  the  several  counties  shall, 
annually,  during  the  month  of  February,  make  returns  to  the 
registrar  of  vital  statistics  in  relating  to  libels  for  divorce  in 
their  respective  counties  for  the  calendar  year  next  preceding. 
Such  returns  shall  specify  the  following  details  ;  the  number  of 
divorces  gi  anted,  and  the  names  of  the  parties  including  the  maiden 
name,  and  any  other  former  name  of  female,  if  any,  when  ascer- 
tainable. 

Section  13.  The  State  registrar  shall  cause  the  returns  made  to 
him  in  pursuance  of  the  preceding  sections  eleven  and  twelve  to  be 
arranged,  alphabetical  indexes  of  all  the  names  contained  therein 
to  be  made,  and  the  whole  bound  in  convenient  volumes  and  care- 
fully preserved  in  his  office.  He  shall  annually  make  and  publish 
a  general  abstract  and  report  of  the  returns  of  the  preceding  year 
in  such  a  form  as  will  render  them  of  practical  utility,  not  more 
than  one  thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  which  shall  be  printed 
and  bound  in  cloth,  one  copy  of  which  shall  be  forwarded  to  every 
town,  one  copy  to  each  senator  and  representative,  one  copy  to  each 
state  and  territory  in  the  Union,  and  the  remainder  to  such  depart- 
ments, libraries,  and  persons  as  the  State  registrar  shall  direct. 

Section  14.  The  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  or  as 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  print- 
ing and  binding  the  circulars  and  blanks,  for  postage,  and  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  clerical  work  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

Section  15.  The  town  clerk's  record  of  any  birth,  marriage  or 
death,  or  a  duly  certified  copy  thereof,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence 
of  such  birth,  marriage  or  death,  in  any  judicial  proceeding. 

Section  16.  If  any  person  shall  willfully  neglect  or  refuse  to 
perform  any  duty  imposed  upon  him  by  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
he  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  each  offense, 
for  the  use  of  the  town  in  which  the  offense  occurred,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  State  registrar  to  enforce  this  section  as  far  as 
comes  within  his  power,  and  when  the  State  registrar  knows,  or 
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has  good  reason  to  believe,  that  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  under 
this  act  has  been  incurred,  he  shall  at  his  discretion,  forthwith  give 
notice  thereof,  in  writing,  to  the  county  attorney  of  the  county  in 
which  said  penalty  or  forfeiture  has  occurred,  which  notice  shall 
state  as  near  as  may  be,  the  time  of  such  neglect,  the  name  of  the 
person  or  persons  incurring  the  penalty  or  forfeiture,  and  such 
other  facts  relating  to  the  default  of  duty  as  said  State  registrar 
may  have  been  able  to  learn,  and  upon  receipt  of  such  notice  the 
county  attorney  shall  prosecute  the  defaulting  person  or  persons. 

Section  17.  The  clerk  of  each  city  or  town  shall  be  paid  by 
such  city  or  town  for  receiving,  recording  and  returning  the  facts 
required  to  be  recorded  by  this  act,  the  sum  of  fifteen  cents  for 
each  birth,  marriage  and  death,  and  for  each  birth  or  death  duly 
reported  to  the  town  clerk,  physicians  shall  receive  twenty-five 
cents  from  the  town  in  which  the  birth  or  death  has  occurred. 

Section  18.     This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  on  and 

after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and   ninety-two, 

and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act,  are  hereby 

repealed. 

[Approved.  March  30,  1891.] 
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